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INTRODUCTION: 
5 Eference ain made in hs two fol- 
lowing Sermons to a Diſcourſe upon 
the ſame Text in the Latin Tongue, 
— the Senſe or Interpretation of it was | 
ore particularly conſidered and fixed, it ſeems 1 
equiſite by Way of Introduction to them to 
epeat, or ſet down, at leaſt ſo much of that 
Treatiſe, as is neceſſary to juſtify the Interpre- 
aion which is followed throughout them both. 
ind inſtead of tranſlating from thence, I have 
hoſen to conſider the ſeveral Points over a- 
ain, and to add to them wherever there ſeem- 
d Occaſion. > 4 
IF any Man will do bis All, be ſhall know 
f the Dofrine whether it be of Gods or whether 
[ ſpeak of my ſelf. | 
5 For . Underſtanding of which _ 
ords, let the Tg Points be diſtinctly F 
onſidered, 


I. By Doctrine is meant our Saviour's Do- 
ine, or the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
In the Verſe immediately preceding he calls 
2 his Doctrine, 5 diſtinguiſh ir ou 
a 
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all that had been taught by others. But at the 
ſame Time he refers it to God, as being given 
to him by the Father, to prevent its being 
thought a Doctrine of his own framing, or ac- 
quired by human Inſtitution. This is the ful 
Senſe and Purport of his Words in y 16. 1 
Doctrine is not mine, but his that ſent me. Tha 
follow the Words of the Text, he ſhall 
know' of the D:@rine. In either Verſe therefore. 
Do#rine can ſignify none other Thing than the 
Goſpel, or that Will of God which was reveal 
to the World, and taught by our Saviour, as di. 
Rlinguiſhed not only from all other human Dy 
Eri nes whatſoever, but alſo from all prior Notice 
and Revelations of God's Wall to Mankind. 
II. By knowing of the Doctrine (IE PI & did 
vie) is meant the being ſatisfied or conwinced that 
his Doctrine was _ divine as s he e 
to be. 8 

This appears both from the Ovoniiear of the 

Words, and from the Words themſelves; 
For we find y 15. the Fews had marvel 
ſaying, how knoweth FA Man Letters, (or Learn 
ing) having never learned? He anſwers them by 
ſaying, that his Doctrine was not his own, but i 
was from God, and then he adds chat if an 
Man be rightly prepared to receive it, he ſha 
certainly know it to be from God, and not 1WFath 
be a Doctrine of this World, either conceive ural 
by himſelf, or taught him by other Men: Anqiſti 
he goes on in the next Verſe, (18) ſtill with aM 
Eye to their Den And further, if wErear 
conſide 


onfider the Words, they do ſtrictly and pro- 


t the | 
rivenherly bear no other Senſe. For all which our 


nnd Fro hall be fen of the DP, 
ra- I aber ber it be from God, or whether he ſpake 
F bimſelf. So chat the Phraſe knowing gf the. 
Doctrine (however it may have been occafion- 
ly expounded) doth. neither in its primary 
enſe or neceſſarily import the knowing par- 
eforMicularly or preciſely what the Doctrine it ſelf 
n the vas, (for this the Jews did not ſeem to mA 
eakdſWny. Difficulty, of; they knew and underſtood 
25 di. 

Do. 
otice 


0s 
that 
ed i 


f the 


hat he ſaid, but they queſtioned how he came 

| s : tA 11440) 
y the Doctrine) nor doth it denote in wh 
anner and from whence, chis Convidtion.of 
be Divinity of Chriſts Doctrine ſhall come; 
ut it is no more than an Aſſurance, and that 
onditionally given, that whoſoever comes up 
o the Terms propoſed in the former Part of 
he Verſe, ſhall become a true Belie ver. in our 
javiour as a Teacher ſent from God: That is, 
all admit his, Goſpel, or whatever he taught, 


ellis a Divine Revelation, tho perhaps he may 
-artFot. yet know, that is, rightly, underſtand, or 
m byſfomprehend. all che Doctrines that our Saviour 
ut Ffclivered, or that are contained in the Goſpel, 
an III. By His Will in the forme: Fart of the 
ſhalflexr, 1$, evidently, meant th? i of God the 


ther. Andi it ſhould alſo ſeem from the na- 
-iveural Order of the Words to ſignify ſomething 
likin&t from Chriſt's Doctrine, which is allo 
h aGod's Will, and is often fo called. Indeed the 
f wifreat Difficulty of this =uY lies 1n clearing'up 

| 2 | and 


(4) 
and determining this Point. Unleſs ſome Di. 
ſtinction be made between the Vill and the 
Doctrine, the Senſe will be much interruptel 
and rendered hard to conceive. For if the 
both ſtand for the ſame Thing, viz. for th 
Will of God as taught by our Saviour, then the 
Senfe muſt turn out in this Manner; that it i 
requiſite firſt to perform the Will of God i 
Christ, in Order to be convinced that it is God) 
Will; or that the Goſpel muſt be obeyed be is n 
fore it is believed: Whereas in the common{M#) 
Courſe of Things, Knowledge ſhould go befor ¶ but 
Practice; and Faith ſhould produce Obedience ¶ we. 
The Commentators, generally ſpeaking, ſeen wo 
to have been aware of the Harſhneſs of ſuch u be 
Expoſition; and therefore have turned then-W Di, 
ſelves to a more conſiſtent Method of Interpre-l 
ration. Only one Writer of late ſeems to make for 
no Difficulty at all of the Matter. Here ot! 
(ſays he, ſpeaking of this very Text) © is a plain ca! 
« Rule by which all Men may eaſily diſcen} 
« the Will of God, vis. If a Doctrine be fron ” 
« God, it muſt by its Uſefulneſs diſcover ij ho 
« ſelf to be the Will of a moſt gracious Bil is 
« ing” *. But, as I obſerved above, there i iÞ« 
nothing in our Saviour's Words denoting u E! 
what Manner, and whence this Conviction of e 
the Divinity of his Doctrine ſhall come. Suc 0! 
an Effect is. promiſed upon the Performance u to 


* | 4ddreſs to the Inhabitants of the tuo great Cities of Lot q 
Jon avs W i vrch ur 
don and Weſtminſter, in Anſwer to the Biſhop of London 

Pafforal Letter, p. 5G. e and. 7 # tri 


: 


A ple: 


Di. 
the 


(5 ) 
previous Condition, but the Means are not 
ſpecified. So that to ſay, that our Faith in any 
Doctrine is to be founded on our Experience 
of its Uſefulneſs, is only a Conjecture ; the 


Text not warranting any ſuch Concluſion. 


ay even as a Conjecture it is not probable, 


nor, all Things conſidered, to be admitted, Ir. 


is not the true and proper Teſt of a Doctrine 
from God; much leſs is it the only one. It 
is not, What this Writer calls it, a plain Rule 
by which Men may diſcern the Will of God, 
but a doubtful one; and ſuch as if allowed to 
weak Men to guide themſelves wholly . by, 
would have an ill. Tendency : As might clearly, 
be ſhewn were this a proper Place for ſuch a 
Digreſſion. _ „ 
This Conſtruction therefore being laid aſide 
for the Reaſon abovementioned, there are two 
other Ways which the more judicious and 
careful Interpreters have taken. 

The greateſt Part of them underſtand Big 
Will indefinitely for the whole Will of God 
howſoever communicated to Mankind, which 
is not confined to the Goſpel, though the Go- 
ſpel be included in it. But then they lay the 
Emphaſis upon thoſe Words of the Condition 
tay rig b, if a Man will or is willing or re- 


ſolved to do-w hatever he knows or ſhall know 


to be God's Will, he is rightly diſpoſed and 
qualified to embrace Chriſt's Goſpel. This is 
undoubtedly a good Senſe and the Thing 1s 
true. To be willing to know God's Will and. 

honeſtly 


\ 
EL. 

| Honeſtly diſpoſed to comply with it when e 
Known, is a ſure Foundation of Divine Know- 

ledge. And whoſoever attends to the Goſpel 
under theſe Qualifications, will certainly know 
of the Doctrine and become a hearty Believer 

in Jeſus Cbriſt. — But then whether this be 
not rather a juſt and natural Reſult from the 
Text, than the direct and primary Senſe of 
it, is ſtill another Queſtion. For other Inter- 
preters have thought the moſt ſimple and 
ſuitable Conſtruction that can be put upon the 
Words to be thus raiſed, vix. that as by dida- 

7, or the Doctrine, is neceſſarily underſtood the 
Will of God taught by our Saviour, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from all prior Notices or Revelations 
of God's Will to Mankind; ſo by Sane, of 
the Will in the previous Condition, mult be 
meant that Will of God which Mankind were {MW 
apprized of, and inſtructed in before our Sa- 

viour's coming into the World, as diſtinguiſh- i 
ed from all thoſe Improvements and Addit- 
ons which our Lord made when' he came to 
be the perfe& Teacher of his Father's Will. 
The Reaſons which confirm this Diſtinction, 
and which Have induced me to follow it in 
theſe Diſcourſes, are, 07! 

I. Becauſe it ſeems more agreeable to the 
Nature of a Condition (as this appears to be, et 
with a Promiſſory Aſſurance annexed to ii) 
that the Terms of it ſhould be particular and I 
not involved in Generals. That the Thing 1811 
required to be done, or reſolved upon, — all 
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chen Ihe ſamething already known and underſtood, 
ud not referred to what is future, or to be 


100 
Apel own hereafter, All that Will of God which 
now uV Man may be. ſuppoſed to be acquainted 


ith before he has the Goſpel preached to him, 
ay well be ſuppoſed to be included in the 
ondition as being the Rule, and hitherto rhe 
only Rule, to which he ought to conform his 
wn Will and Actions. But that Will of God 
which is ſuppoſed to be yet unknown to any 
Man, ſhould be conſidered as ſomething ſub- 
quent, the receiving or admitting of which 
hen revealed, ſhall be the Reward or Bene- 
fir of his Willingneſs and Readineſs to obey 
od's Will, ſo far as it was made known to 
him before 


„ ot | | 
be 2. Becauſe the Words themſelves, Will and 
vere NDoctrine, ſeem to point out the aforeſaid Di- 
G2. Iſtinction. They do not indeed require it, but 
iſh- Nchey correſpond extreamly well with it. The 
iti- +) is required to be done. It is a Matter of 
to MWractice, . and denotes in general Good Morals. 
| But of the Doctrine it is ſaid, that it ſhall be 
on, ao, or believed. This being a Matter of 
in Maith, and denoting in particular the Chriſtian 


aith. Now the Senn, the Will of God, or 
the moral Duties, which are the Life and Soul 
f all Religion, though they were ſtrictly 
taught and inſiſted upon, and improved by our 
daviour, yet they were not properly (that is o- 

riginally) his Doctrines, as diſtinguiſhed from 
old Hall prior Revelations of God's Will, but were 
be taught 


_ raught' from the Beginning of the World by 
the Light of Nature, and afterwards by the 
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Law and the Prophets; ſo that both Jeu and 


Gentile were apprized of them and preinſtry- 
cted in them. But on the othe Hand, the 
dd ayn or Doctrine of our Saviour, intimate 
ſomething peculiar to the Evangelical Diſpen- 
ſation, and conſiſts either of the Revelation of 
Myſteries and Diſcovery of Things in Rel 
gion unheard of and unthought of before, o 
of ſuch Explanations and Improvements of 
the old Morality, as Mankind had not'under- 
ſtood or come up to, till he became a perfect 
Teacher and Pattern of all Righteouſnek, 
Here then are evident Grounds for the Di- 
ſtinction between the Will and the Doctrin. 
The one was the Duty of all Men to do be 
fore the Light of the Goſpel ſhone upon the 
World ; the other a Syſtem of peculiar Ex 
cellencies in Divinity and Morality to be admi- 
red and embraced, by as many as were con- 
vinced of the Divine Authority of the Perſon 
who gave them to the World. 0 

3. Becauſe our Saviour's Words in the nen 
Verſe bur one, comport with and confirm thi 
Diſtinction. Did not Moſes, ſays he, give yu 
the Law, and yet none of you keepeth the Law! 
I think no Doubt will be made here but that 
he means the moral Law, about their Breach 
of which he was perpetually complaining 
And ſo the following Words intimate. (Tho 
if taken in a larger Senſe for any Part of Ms 


feis 


og) 


78 Law it will come to the ſame Thing in 

e preſent Argument; the whole Law being 
he Will of God to the People of the Jews). 
ow I ſay his upbraiding them for not keeping 
he Law, at the ſame Time that he is repro- 
ing chem for their Infidelity, and declaring to 
hem the Source of it, ſeems to be a deſigned 
\pplication of the Doctrine of the Text to 
hem in particular, vis. That they did not 


' a now of his Doctrine, or give Credit to his 
s of Miſſion, becauſe they had not done God's Will 
der- ready known by them. In like Manner he 


ls them elſewhere, (Fohn v. 46, 47.) that if 
hey had believed Moſes, they would have belie- 
ved him; but if they believed not Moſes's Wri- 


rin: ings, tow ſhould they believe his Words. They 
be- Nad not made a right and due Uſe of a former 
the Revelation, and therefore deſerved not to par- 
Ex- take in the: Benefit of further Light and In- 


ſtruction. 
Theſe three Arguments, one drawn from 
rſon che Reaſon of the Thing, another from the 
Terms uſed in the Text, and the third from 
zen the Light afforded in che Context, have indu- 
tho ed me to fix upon the forementioned Diſtin- 
jau ction, tho' it be not the commonly approved 
Way of interpreting this Paſſage. 
hall IV. There are yet ſome Things further to 
ach be conſidered for the right Underſtanding of this 
ng. Text, that we do not extend or apply it to Ca- 
bo ſes which it will not reach. As for Inſtance: 
U- To the making good of our Saviour's Promiſe 
ers | 6 | or 


8 : ( 10 ) Tn. | 
or Affirmation that his Doctrine ſhall be knowl 
it muſt always be ſuppoſed, that the very ſan 
Doctrines be taught, which he and his Apoſtl 
taught and inſiſted upon, and none other D. 
ctrines either contrary to, or inconſiſtent wit 
them. The Declaration reſpects only the Gd 
pel of Chri/?, and hath nothing to do with an 
other Syſtem of Doctrines, or Scheme of Rel 
gion whatſoever which may happen to paſs r 
commended under Chriſts Name and Auth 
_ rity. Again, it is farther to be ſuppoſed thi 
our Lord's Doctrines and Precepts be propoun 
ded with the genuine and proper Evidences d 
their Truth and Divinity, and not enforced h 
any other Kinds of Arguments or Motives, ei 
ther foreign'to the Truths of the Goſpel, 0 
inconſiſtent with the Spirit and Temper of the 
Goſpel. It is not meant hereby that the Ev. 
dences to be given ſhall be preciſely the ſam 
with thoſe which our Lord and his Apoſtle 
gave, (for this is not neceſſary, neither indeed 
is it poſſible) but that they ſhall be as proper 
in.their Kind, and ſuch as were intended by 
God to be the ordinary and ſtanding Proofs of 
the Chriſtian Religion to the End of the World 
Things muſt be repreſented as they are, and 
nothing foiſted in, either for Doctrine or 
Proof, which is extraneous or novel, or in any 


wiſe diſagreeable to the Methods taken by 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles in propagating the Faith 5! 
It is to be feared that it may have proved a 
great Obſtruction to the Succeſs of the Mi Nic. 
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. in theſe latter Ages for propagating the 
oſpel in foreign Parts, that neither the Do- 
rines themſelves, nor the Evidences for the 
ruth of thoſe Doctrines, have been rightly 
nd fairly ſtated. - But inſtead of the plain Pre- 
epts and Inſtructions of Chriſt, the Inventions 
Jad Traditions of Men have been inſiſted on, 
r at leaſt ſo blended with his Doctrines, as to 
b them of their native Beauty and Agreeable- 
eſs to Mens Underſtandings. That inſtead of 
well-grounded Appeal to the Miracles for- 
nerly wrought by our Lord and his Apoſtles 

Teſtimony of their Veracity and Infallibili- 
in what they delivered, other Kinds of Mi- 
acles have been pretended and referred to, and 
nother Kind of Infallibility ſuggeſted, nay and 
iſted upon as the ſtanding Supports of the 
briſtian Religion. Now wherever either the 
DoEtrines or the Evidences which ſhould prove 
em are not honeſtly and impartially repre- 


deedMented, there is a departing from the Method 
operſſſhat God hath thought fit to ordain for the 
d byſonverfion of the World, and conſequently no 


laim can be laid in ſuch Caſe to our Saviour's 
Fromiſe in the Text. : 

V. Let it alſo be obſerved, that as this Text 
 ofMWoth neither affirm, nor imply any other Means 
am r Conditions of coming to the Knowledge of 
bye Goſpel, but what are here ſpecified of o- 
ich Neying God's Will as far as it is already made 
hun, ſo neither doth it exclude any other 
-Wuch Means: That is to ſay, altho' it be true 
| C2 that 
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that the Goſpel ſhall never be rejected when 
fairly and ſufficiently propounded if chis Con- 
dition be not wanting, yet it does not follow 
but that in ſome Caſes the Goſpel may be ad. 
mitted and believed even where the Condition 
is wanting. For various are the Ways by 
which Men may come to be convinced of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. It is evident 
enough that there are great Numbers who be- 
lieve the Goſpel, nay who cannot help belie- 
ving it, who yet are very far from doing 
God's Will: Even all ſuch as live wickedly un- 


der a Conviction both of Moral and of Golpel 


Truths. In all thoſe Countries where the Be- 
lief of the Goſpel has generally obtained, and 
| Men grown up under the Influences of a Chri- 
ſtian Education, there it is generally ſo fixed 
and rooted in their Minds by an early Inſtilla- 
tion of its Principles into them, that few in 
Compariſon, (notwithſtanding the Prejudices 
they have againſt it, as oppoſing their vitious 
Courſes) can reaſon or argue theraſelves into: 
Diſtruſt of its Truth and Divinity. The Text 
therefore is only properly to be applied to Ca- 
ſes of Converſion from a State of Infidelity, 2 
in the Times of Chri/t and his Apoſtles, when 
Mankind ſtruggled under the Weight of con- 
trary Prepoſletiions from the Religion of their 
Forefathers, and Converts were to be made 
immediately from Judaiſm and Paganiſm. And 
with equal Reaſon it is alſo applicable to the 
preſent Fes, Turks, and other Infidels in all 
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parts * the World, that is ſuch of them as 
have, Or may have thro God's Providence, the 
Goſpel fairly and fully preached to them; and 
who, unleſs chey have this previous Qualifica- 
tion required i in my Text, can hardly be ſup- 
ae ever capable of admitting or recei 

And thus far I alſo apprehend the Pro- 
niſe of our Lord will hold good 1n all Parts 
of Chriſtendom, and to the End of che World, 
that, if any Perſon (of whatever Denominati- 
on, or whatever Religion he profeſſes) either 
diſbelieves or doubts the Truth of the Goſpel; 
the ſure and certain Method of fatisfying him- 
ſelf, and of bringing him to Chriſt, or eſta- 
büching him in the true Faith, is ſeriouſly and 
heartily to apply himſelf to do God's Wil 26 
far as he already knows it, by any Lights he 
hath hitherto been bleſſed with. _ 

Thus far we may judge the Promiſe to ex- 
tend, nor is there any Occaſion that it ſhould 
be extended further. So that the true and 
whole Meaning of my Text, as explained and 
limited by the foregoing Particulars, is as fol- 
lows. Whoſoever,” be he Feu or Gentile, either 
doth, or (which comes to the ſame Thing) 7s 
uh and ſincerely reſolved to do whatever be al- 

ready knoweth to be God's Will, antecedently to 
thoſe Lights and Advantages which are afforded 
m the Goſpel, this Man ſhall aſſuredly receive 
and embrace Chriſt's Doctrines and Religion 
whenſoever they are fairly propounded to bim. 


Ic 


4 


*  oned.: The. Ways of God with Mankind are 


God's Will and Pleaſure under a former Dif: 


ny new Revelation from himſelf, is as fitting 


_ cular Benefit accruing from it. 


the Goſpel, as to force Belief in thoſe who 
have abuſed the Lights they have. already re- 


ſhould he grant, or they look for further In- 
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It will be of Uſe, both for illuſtrating an Nuct 
confirming this Interpretation, if we furthecq« 
remark, PE OE ee 5 

VI. That it doth no Ways derogate fromſhar's 
the Certainty and Sufficiency of the Evidence{Þ gi 
given for the Goſpel, that in many Caſes the 7. 
ſhould not be admitted without ſuch previouh 


Diſpoſition, or Qualification as is abovementi 


always ſuited to their reaſonable Nature, and 
always proportioned and adapted to their Ca, 
pacities, and Abilities: And the requiring o L 
any Man to conform his Mind and Will li 


penſation, in Order to that Man's receiving «Moo! 
and proper, as his inſiſting upon any other Con- Nas i. 


ditions in Order to Mens obtaining any otherſhica 
Favours or Bleſſings from him whatſoever Me 7 


eſpecially when we remember, that what is re-. Ie ki 


quired in this Caſe, as a Condition, is not anyſſherly 
indifferent or arbitrary Thing, but what everyſſhe (|; 
Man knows to be his Duty, and bound upon 
him antecedently to any Reſpects of this parti 


_ Surely it muſt ſeem unbefitting and unwor- 
thy of God ſo to have ordered the Evidences of 


ceived, or to make his Will compleatly known 
to ſuch as have not complied with what they 
knew of it beforehand. For to what Purpole 


ſtructions 


ructions from him, ſo long as they have ne- 
Jected the Advantages he had previouſly be- 
wed upon them. Upon this Argument it is 
at our Lord upbraids the Jews. Did not Mo- 
give you the Law? and yet none of you keep- 
heb the Law. It was but juſt that their Con- 
Wmpt of a former Revelation ſhould prove 
heir Forfeiture of a new one, and be the very 
Wccaſion of that Blindneſs which hindred them 
om perceiving the Evidences of Chriſts Goſ- 
l. It is enough that God is pleaſed to make 
g Offiis Doctrine known to as many as are likely to 
e benefited by the Knowledge of it; and that 
ſo plain a Way too, that none can want 
roof and Evidence but ſuch as want Honeſty 
nd Sincerity. It is enough that every Man 
as in himſelf the Means of attaining the Qua- 
hcation required: If he is but ing to do 
er e Will, to do what his Reaſon dictates, and 
e knows to be his Duty to do, then he is pro- 
erly qualified for coming to Chriſt, as ſoon as 
e ſhall be called; that is, as ſoon as the Goſ- 
el ſhall be ſufficiently propoſed to him. 
VII. Yet it is to be further remember'd that 

cho this Diſpoſition or Qualification is here 
Vor. poken of as in every Man's Power, as depend- 
s olſſog upon his own free Will, yet it is not to be 
0 underſtood as to exclude the Influence of 
Pod's Holy Spirit, guiding and aſſiſting every 
lan in his fincere Endeavours to know and to 
lo his Will. To make the Text conſiſtent 
victh other Parts of Scripture we muſt ſo ex- 
pound 
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pounddit, as to admit the Grace of God pro- 
portioned to a Man's hearty Defires and Endes. 
vours to forward him in the Knowledge and 
Practice of his Duty. Nay, when he hath 
brought himſelf into a due Frame and Diſpo- 


ſition of Mind for the Reception of the Goſpe|, 


that the Continuance of God's Grace is requi- 
fite to his embracing the Goſpel when offered 
to him, as well as to his Perſeverance in the 
Belief and Practice of ir all his Life after. For 
were Men left entirely to themſelves, that is 
to their own mere natural Strength in this cor 
vupted and weak State of Nature, they would 
make as lame and flow a Progreſs in the Affai 
of Religion, as they would do in the common 
Affairs of Life, were they left deſtitute of God 
daily Providence. But then all this being al 
lowed, let it be conſidered further, 

VIII. That this Text will furniſh us with a 
ſufficient Anſwer to ſome falſe and unwarran- 
table Concluſions drawn from the Doctrine of 
prevenient or preventing Grace for Converſion 
to the Faith, viz. If none can be Chriſi's Di. 
ſciples, ſome will ſay, unleſs God firſt incline 
their Minds to believe on him, then the Doc- 
trines are not ſufficient of themſelves, nor have 
they Evidence enough to gain Belief: And 
therefore it is a vain Thing to uſe Argument 
to perſuade others to believe them; we ſhould 
rather pray to God to convert them, than ule 
any Methods to convince them. But now thi 
Way of reſolving the Whole of Man's ages 

| 101 
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{fon and Faith into the Efficacy of God's Grace, 


can never be made to conſiſt with the Words 
in the Text, where the Condition is given in 
Terms expreſſive of human Liberty, and which 
denote as free and proper an Act in the Agent, 
as any other moral or religious Act whatſoever; 
and therefore every Man is inexcuſable if he be 
wanting in this Condition. Nor will the Caſe 
be altered as to the preſent Argument, tho' we 
hould aſcribe only the Effect promiſed to the 
converting Grace of the Spirit, vig. that if a- 
ny Man will do God's Will, he ſhall then be ef- 
(ually wrought upon by divine Grace to ad- 
mit and embrace the Goſpel. For if God in 
revealing. his Will to Mankind by his Son - 
(which was his own free Grace and 9 

hath thought proper to annex to the outwar 

Teſtimonies given by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſome inward Means, to be wrought by his Spi- 
fit, in order to their admitting ſuch Revelati- 
en; yet fince this Effect is made to depend | 
wholly upon certain previous Qualifications *in 
the Men themſelves, (that is, upon the right 
Uk they have made of their natural Faculties 
and n and the Lights they had already - 
enjoyed) their Converſion depends ſtill as meg 

upon themſelves, and there is as much Merit 
in their Faith, and as much Demerit in their 
Unbelief, as ifno inward Teſtimonies had been 
annexed: by God to the outward Evidences, 
God may give what kind of Teſtimonies he 


1 3 to the Revelation of his Will, whether. 
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they be internal or external, or both together 
ſtill they are his Act, and his Gift. It if 
enough for Men that all which they have if 
do is only to qualify themſelves for receiving 
thoſe Teſtimonies which God hath thought fl 
to give: And that the internal Evidence (i 
ſuch there be, without which the external 
cannot avail) ſhall always be afforded toge 
ther with the external, for the Conviction of 
all well-diſpoſed Perfons ; and that they ſhall 
cooperate together ſo effectually, as not to fail 
of making our Lord's Promiſe good upon. 
every Perſon who is a proper recipient of thi 
=... lt) drm þ 
IX. As my Text is very ſerviceable in qua- 
lifying thoſe notions about the neceſſity and 
efficacy of preventing Grace, which have been 
gathered from overſtraining ſome Paſſages in. 
Scripture, ſo it will particularly help us to ſe: 
ſome of thoſe Paſſages right, that is, expound 
them in their true meaning. The moſt re- 
markable are thoſe in the 6th Chapter of St, 
John's Goſpel ; (who has more upon this ſub- 
ject of the cauſes of unbelief, and of the 
1 for Faith, than all the other 
Writers of the New Teſtament put together) 
he there gives us a pretty large Diſcourſe of 
our Saviour's, wholly upon this Subject of 
Faith, where he delivers himſelf amongſt o- 
ther difficult Sayings, about eating his Fleſh, i 
and drinking his Blood, in the following Ex- 
preflions, All that the Father giveth me ſhall 
| | Come 


(9 


Wome unto me, V 37. And u0 Man can come 
% me except it were given bim of the Father, 
65. And in Words ftill more ſtrong, No 
Man can come unto me unleſs the Father. who 
Jeb ſent me draw him. Every Man therefore 
hat hath heard and learned of the Father com- 
th unto me, V 44, 45. From the firſt View 
f which Words one would be apt to con- 
lude, that neither a Man's own Diſpoſition 
d Endeavours, nor the Proofs and Evidences 
the Goſpel could fignify any Thing to- 
erds the making him a Convert to Chrift, 
ut that all muſt be reſolved into God's im- 
ulſe.. But furely it is a fair and conſiſtent 
ay of expounding theſe Places, to ſuppoſe 
hat the Cauſes of Mens believing in Chriff here 
noted, are of the ſame Nature and Kind 
yith thoſe Qualifications requiſite for admit- 
ng the Goſpel which are delivered in other 
exts, I ſay its. reaſonable and fitting to ſup- 
ole thus much, provided the Words them- 
les will bear it. This is all the Liberty we 
ilk, believing chat upon Examination, the 


1 ards will be found rather to recommend 
er) if nd confirm the Suppoſition, than forbid it. 
= For let us weigh and compare the Words. 


The Father is ſaid to reach Men, to draw 


| - bem, to give them to the Son. And the Dif- 
«ſh les are ſaid to have heard, to have learned, 
E ind to have come to the Son. Now it is pret- 


7 A from comparing theſe Quotations to- 
3 2 gether, 


(20) 


gether, that teaching, drawing and giving, u ba- 
they are aſcribed to the Father, are to be u. (ac 
derſtood of the ſame Thing. It is vritia 

they ſhall be all taught of Gee! V 45. Says ou 


Saviour. Every Man therefore that hath hear 48 
and learned of the Father cometh unto me. Bu Jo! 
as no Man can come to him except the Fat W 


draw him, therefore it follows that whoſoevi Ge 
is taught of God is drawn by him. And the an 
ſame Obſervation applied ta, V 37. equal 27 
ſhews that whoſoever is taught of God, that h; an 
hath learned of him, is given by him to the Son co 
The main Queſtion 18, who are the 019 tO 
15 Orcs, taught of God, Why in the mo le: 
obvious Conſtruction that can be put upo an 
the Words, they are ſuch Perſons as hae 
duly attended to, and by God's Grace impro- M 
ved themſelves by thoſe Lights and Diſcoverie th 
of their Duty which God had under forme: co 
Diſpenſations afforded them, to prepare and ir. 
lead them to the Knowledge of his Son. Thu is 
far Men are God's Diſciples. Thus far he iſ dr 
their Inſtructor; inaſmuch as he hath ſbeut m 
them what might be known of him in as ampkſ fo 
a Manner as was neceſlary ſhould be known di is 
him, till his Glories were revealed by his Son, 01 
Now as many as had approved themſelves tl 1 
him in their State of Nature, or under the 
Diſcipline. of the Law, and were there d 
brought into a fir Frame and Diſpoſition wh tt 
receive Chriſt's Goſpel, theſe were faid tf} 7: 


have 
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(according to St. Luke) the tuber: eis du g- 
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ie, (C. 9. V 62) or as he elſewhere terms - 
them, the r5aypive: eig Cl ,t (As xiii. 
48.) Theſe are they, who are of the Truth, 
John xviii. 37. Who do the Truth, ili. 21. 
Who do the Will in my Text. Who are of 
God, John viii. 47. Who are of Chriſt's Sheep, 
and hear his Voice, and follow him, John x. 26, 
27. and laſtly who are drawn by the Father, 
and given to Chriſt, This is an Expoſition ſo 
conſonant in, all its Parts that it is no wonder 
to find it eſpouſed by the moſt judicious and 
learned Interpreters: As particularly Grotzus 
and Hammond. Ea . 
Again, as to the other Things aſcribed to 
Men, as hearing, learning, coming to Chriſt; 
theſe all expreſs voluntary Acts, and are not 
conſiſtent with a Notion of Compulſion, or an 
irreſiſtible Influence from God the Father. It 
is not a Conſequence that becauſe the Father 
draws, that therefore Men ſhall come, any 
more than becauſe the Father teaches, there- 
fore ſhall Men learn. Mens coming to Christ 
is all along deſcribed as the Effect of their 


own Will and Choice. Ze will not come unto 


me, ſays our Lord, that ye might have Life. 
Ou Gr, John v. 40. And then he imme- 
diately aſſigns the Reaſon of their want of 
this Diſpoſition, which is of a moral Conſide- 
ration, viz. their ſeeking the Praiſe of Men 

| more 


( 22 * 0 
more than the Praiſe of God, and making an n. 

worthy Uſe of a former Revelation. Wheregy 
on the other Hand (tay ri5 Si) if any of 
them had been truly willing or reſolved ty 
bave done God's Will as far as it was 2 to 


them, they would have come unto » am 
known of bis Doctrine. A 


e 


Fs» Vii. 17. 


as any Man will ds his 2 zl, he i ſhall | 
No of the Dodlrine, whether it be 
of God, or whether 1 mY 5 M 15 
Tack 15 


\ EEIN G tie many L Doubts and Difficul- 
ties that have been raiſed concerning the 
Truth and Divinity of the Goſpel, it is 

atural to aſk. this Queſtion: If Chri/t's Religi- 

n, or the Way to Salvation ordained by God 

rough his Son, be ſufficiently certain and 

lain, even to Men of ordinary Capacities and 

Diſcernment, as we uſually hold it, and repre- 
ent it to be; how comes it to paſs that Men 


f acknowledged Parts, and of ſufficient 1 
ities 


— 


0 : other Things, ſhould ſeem fo unſatisfied, an 
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| lities to diſcern Truth from Fallhood in mol 


be found ſo very doubtful /in this Matter; ma. 
king, or ſeeming to make a great Difficulty i 

| a Caſe, where the Generality of Chriſtian 
make none, and can ſee none at all? 

For Satisfaction in which Point let our Sai. 
our's. Words in the Text be conſidered. M. 
hall be able to gather as much from them x 

will fully anſwer the aforeſaid Query. For the 
relate immediately to the Thing in Queſtion 

touching the Riſe and Source of Infidelity and 

Scepticiſm, and are declarative of ſome certain 

Condition or Qualification neceſſary: (at leaſt u 
ſome Sort of 1 for the Reception of the 
Faith. | 

6 It moſt be own d, they may be very hand 

ſomly and uſefully urged by Parity of Reaſon, 
and by Way of Accommodation to recommend / 

the Methods whereby a right Knowledge ani. 

Underſtanding of the ſeveral Doctrines and MH. 

ſeries of the Goſpel may be obtained, ſo that 2 

Man ſhall not miſcarry for want of a true 
Faith amidſt the Variety of Errors and Deluſi- 
ons and Heręſies that are in the Chriſtian 

World. And it is in this Light that the Words 

have been generally treated of in the Pulpi Hand 
as affording a more popular Argument in this 

Way of Application. 

Nevertheleſs in their primary or direct Senſe 
they concern only the Unbelievers, or ſuch as 
have not yet d to the Chriſtian Religion 

= upd 
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(5) 


| me ent to any one, who obſerves that by knowing 
1 h the Doctrine whether it be of God, muſt be 


Sari nd infallible; or in other Words, the believing 
Ve, Goſpel, and the admitting it as a Div ine 
I Revelation. | 
Fl | And therefore tho' T would not wholly ex- 
15 lude chat other Senſe, which is uſually put up- 


dn this Phraſe of knowing of the Doctrine, viz. 
nderftanding it, or being able to paſs a right 
fudgment upon it; (becauſe this is a good Senſe, 


m his Text, I ſhall wholly drop the Conſiderati- 
on of it at preſent. 


. As to the Condition preſcribed by our Lord 
M n the former Part of the Verſe as a Qualifi- 
„Futon for the eaſy Reception of the Goſpel, I 
ra do not purpoſe now to go thro' a particular 
wa Examination of it, having done that already 
dan pon a former Occaſion. It ſhall ſuffice here 
70 obſerve in general, that it appears from a 
loi due Conſideration of the Words themſelves, 


from the Conſent of ſome of the beſt Intepre- 


lows. 


= BY: 


pon a true and thorough Conviction gf its 
[ruth and divine Appointment; as will be evi- 


cant the being convinced of the Truth and Di- 
vinity of Chriſt's Doctrine, that it is from God, 


- the Thing is true in Fact) yet as it cannot 
2 ſupported otherwiſe than indirectly from 


ny and their Relation to the Cee, and alſo 
ters, that the true Meaning of them is as fol- 


Whoſoever, be he Jew or Gentile, is ſincere- 
y reſolved to do whatever he already knoweth 


| * 5 oh *. 3 * 
— Ve 2 1 iy 1 . 1 
ef 5 "ILKA - _— * n 1 Nr. *. 2 => 
c „ oo boron TTY 2457 


n 1 


9 AK bor 


* 
pos * 8 ** 
. D r n n N * — 
4 WE x1 TOY ET, R 1 ba wy * _ 0 N I 
2 SF AW” 167 8 . 7 7 r R , ee n ä 12» 
5 . 9 * * n "BETS N 
. > : "8 2 WY Y 2 o 
85 N * F GY * 8 "W., TW WIS 1 F 
7 * : Dr We STS oo 9 p 7 
f 8 ; Y n K * ! 
£ 8 
« „ ” * : * * 
o d g 
* 
. 
| 
5 


to be God's Will, e ech to the Light 


afforded in the Goſpel, this Man ſhall be 


capable Judge of the Evidences of the Truth 


of Cbriſßs Doctrine; and ſhall aſſuredly re. 
ceive and embrace his Goſpel, whenever it i; 
fairly propounded to him. 

Now here are two conſiderable Points con- 
rained ; the one expreſly affirm'd; the other 
as plainly implied. | 

That which is affirmed is, that the Diſpo- 
ſition or Qualification required of any Man to 
render him capable of judging of the Truth, 
and upon that Judgment acknowledging the 
Certainty of the Goſpel Revelation, is a ſer- 
ous Deſire and Application of himſelf to do the 
Mill of God ſo far as it is already known to 


him: And that if he will ſo 1 himſelf, he 


ſhall certainly perceive the Force of the Evi 
dences, whether external or internal, which 
Chriſt hath given of his Religion, ſo as to be 
perſuaded to embrace it, whenever it is ſufticy 
ently preached to him. 


From whence we learn what is the only 


ſure and infallible Method that any Perſon who 
1s doubtful and unſatisfied as to the Evidence 
of the Chriſtian Religion can take for the 
convincing himſelf of its Truth and divine 
Authority. 

But as this Point relates wholly to che Inf 
dels and Scepticks themſelves, ho will have 
as little Regard to our Lord's Affirmation or 


Promiſe in the Text, 35 to any of our Reaſon- 
| | _1ngs 


"Y (+7 — 
ings upon it, it is moſt proper to leave it to l 
hem (as they only are immediately concerned 
n it) to look to, and conſider of. Let them 
ut live up to what they already know, or at 
eaſt may upon a little Enquiry and Reflection 
now of God's Vill by the Light of Nature, 
nd the beſt Informations of Reaſon, and all 
ther Advantages whatſoever diſtin from thoſe 
f the Chriſtian Faith ; and then apply them- 

elves ſincerely to conſider the Proofs for the 


me oſpel, and they ſhall undoubtedly ſee the 
uth Force of the Evidences upon which the Belief 


f Chriſt's Doctrines is eſtabliſhed and main- 
ained. „ 

We ought heartily to wiſh and pray too, that 
|| they who entertain themſelves with novel 
xchemes out of Prejudice to the old, received 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, or who affect to ap- 
ear Seekers as to the Proofs which uphold our 
aith, would be perſuaded to take this faluta- 
Method of coming to the Truth. This we 
hould the rather wiſh and pray for, becauſe 
t is to be feared that there is little more we 
in do towards the bringing about ſo good an 
nd, — 


ces g : 2a f - 
che In the mean Time what moſt concerns our 
-. Wlves to take Notice of, is the other Point 


hich is plainly implied in the Text, as juſt 
ow explained, viz. That all Men are not ca- 
able, or ſufficient Fudges of the Truth and Di- 
inity of the Goſpel, for want of that previous 


. Wiſpoftion which is requifite (at leaſt in ſome 
. | E 2 Perſons) 
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Perſons) for the admitting the Evidence of u 
being a Revelation from God. | 
This is concluded by an eaſy and immediate 
Conſequence from our Lord's Declaration, a 
_ Juſt now explained; and is of great Importance 
in reſolving the aforeſaid Queſtion, How i 
comes to paſs that Men of confeſſed Parts ani 
Diſcernment in other Matters, may prove vi 
ry deficient in their Judgments concerning 
divine Revelation? 

To handle this Argument in its full Exten del. 
will take up more Time than is uſually alloy. 
ed for a Sermon: However let us proceed up 
on it as far as the preſent Time will permit. Wer 

And in the firſt Place, for the proving tha Lo 
all Men are not capable Judges of a Revelatiu Th 
from God, or of the Evidences which were 024 
fered in Atteſtation of the Truth and DivininMeve 

of the Chriſtian Doctrines, it will be very pro anc 
per to begin with the Matter of Fact as it ſtool th: 
among the Jews in our Saviour's Time, and ii coi 
whom theſe Words of his, which we are now far 
upon, were directed. Great Numbers of then dil 
were ſo far from giving any Credit to him, that ed 
his Preaching was openly gainſayed and vilifedſ coi 
by them, and the Demonſtrations of his migb- & 
ty Power which bore Witneſs to his Doctrine Le 
ſerved no other Purpoſe than to harden then m- 
the more in their Unbelief. Whence now «| dil 
roſe this Blindneſs, this obſtinate Prejudice m 
gainſt him? The Doctrines he delivered were {el 
In themſelves ſa good, fo reaſonable, ſo une] D. 
| ceptionable 
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(29) os 
$:ceptionable, ſo every way worthy of God; 
hat one would have thought they ſhould ſuffi- 
jently have recommended themſelves to thoſe 
ho heard them. Even his Oppoſers marvel- 
id at them, as we find a Verſe or two before 
y Text, which occaſioned his telling them 
lainly whence he had them. Bur this was not 
ll, he did ſuch Wonders in Atteſtation of the 
ruth of them, as aſtoniſhed the Beholders, and 
ould equally have aſtoniſhed our modern Infi- 
dels had they ſeen them; leaving no Room to 
evade the Force of them, unleſs it were by that 
abſurd Calumny of aſcribing them to the Pow- 
er of the Devil. I ſay, notwithſtanding our 
Lord ſpaꝶe as never Man ſpake, and did ſuch 
Things as none other Man ever did, (Jobn xv. 
24.) yet could not a great Number of the Jews, 
even thoſe of the beſt Education, Attainments 
and Credit among the People, be convinced 
that his Meſſage was from Heaven. Here 
could not be any want of Evidence. The 
ame Evidence prevailed eaſily upon all well 
diſpoſed Minds. The ſame Evidence ſupport- 
ed by human Teſtimony, hath brought over a 
conſiderable Part of the World to his Do- 
ctrines; that Part of the World in which 
Learning, and the Arts and Sciences flouriſhed 


moſt, and which in conſequence was the moſt 
difficult to be impoſed upon. The Defect then 


muſt neceſſarily have been in the Men them- 
ſelves: They were not in a Capacity, or fit 
Diſpoſition to receive Chriſts Doctrine, or to be 

' wrought 
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wrought upon by thoſe Proofs which he gan 
of its being a Doctrine of God. | 

Our Lord himſelf has told us in other Paſſ. 
ges of the Goſpels that this was indeed the 
Caſe with them; and he accounts for it thre 
different Ways, or aſſigns ſuch Cauſes of thi 
Incapacity in them, as may be reduced wiſh. 

chree diſtinct Heads; all of them bearing equi 
Relation to my Text, and all of them worth Hd 
our remarking. 

I. The firſt is, that they had made an il 
Uſe of a former Revelaridn; ; they had not x 
right Faith in Mo/es and the Prophets. Thi 
is what he upbraids them with in a Verſe or 
two after my Text. Did not Moſes (ſays he) 
19,) give you the Law? and yet none of yu 
keepeth the Law. Whereas, (as he tells them 
elſewhere, John v. 46, 47.) Had ye believed 
Moſes, ye bad alſo beloved in me: But if ye be- 
lieve not his . TH gs, how ſhall ye believe my 
Words? 

Our Saviour cannot be ſuppoſed here ti 
charge them with Infidelity, or their giving no 
Credit to their great Lawgiver; for it 1s cer- 
tain they had him in very great Veneration, I , 
and univerſally acknowledged his divine Mi. 
ſion; as appears from what they ſay in the 

ixth of St. John, V 28, 29. We are Moſes Di- 
ferples: We know that God ſpake unto Moſes; 
but as for this Fellow, we know not whence he 1s, 
Nor can he charge them with want of Reſpect 


and Zeal for cheir Religion, for they 3 
e 
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gau in both; and the great Exceptions they took 


gainſt our Saviour were grounded upon a Sup- 
all-Mofition that he wanted that Reſpect and Zeal 


three he Interpreters therefore do rightly obſerve, 
+ thüſhet in the forementioned Texts our Saviour 
to 


harges the Jews with believing Moſes in a 


qualF:ong Senſe, and laying the Streſs of their O- 
rthyMcdience to his Law upon wrong Points: Which 


nd fruſtrating the Ends of his Inſtitutions; 
hereby their Belief had neither that Effect 
pon their Lives nor Diſpoſitions which it 
ught to have had, and which in Conſequence 
yould have fitted and prepared them for the 


record that they had a Zeal of Gad, but it was 
according to Knowledge. For _ being ig- 
Pant of God's Righteouſneſs, went about to gſta- 
ſb their own Righteouſneſs, and thereupon ſub- 
utted not themſelves to the Righteouſneſs of God. 
dom. x. 2, 3. There is great Reaſon to think 
t it was very much upon this Score that 
indneſs happened in Part to lirael. 

2. A ſecond Head of Accuſation againſt 
hem, was their Worldly-mindedneſs: Or the 
hole Train of mean Affections which are pro- 


orld, and placing their Happineſs in it. 
wo Diſpoſitions of this Sort are preheminent, 


ovetouſneſs, or an Attachment to ſecular In- 
tereſts; 


7 


x their Law, which they thought due to it. 


as perverting the Meaning of his Writings, - 


teception of the Goſpel. St. Paul bears them. 


uced by Mens ſetting their Hearts upon this 
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tereſts; and Vanity, or the love of Applauti 
Of the former we have a fad Inſtance in the 
young Ruler in the Goſpel, (Matt. xix.) love 
ly on all other Accounts as appearing unbl:ſ 
mable in other Points: But this one Princip 
of inviolable Attachment to his Poſleflions 
made him reject the Goſpel; and we can ne 
ver forget our Lord's Remark upon it, H 
Hard is it for one that truſteth in his Riches, f 
enter into the Kingdom of God ! Mark x. 24 
25. And with no leſs Emphaſis of Deſpai 
doth he ſpeak of the other miſchievous Affecti 
on of loving the Praiſe of Men more than ti! 
Praiſe of God. (John xii. 43.) How can ye b 
lieve, ſays he, which ſeek Honour of one another" 
and ſeek not the Honour that cometh of Gul! 
John v. 44. For which Reaſon he alſo tell 
them, that they had not the Love of God | 
them. And from the ſame evil Principles have 
proceeded Apoſtacies and Schiſms, and othe 
Miſchiefs in the Church. Demas for {ook Pau 
becauſe he loved this preſent World. And Di 
trephes withſtood John, becauſe he loved to hav: 
the Preheminence. 2 Tim. iv. 10. 3 John 9 
And the Apoſtle has juſtly obſerved, that, ſhould 
he himſelf ſtudy to pleaſe Men, he ſhould be nom 
of Chriſt's. Gal. 1. 10, 
3. The third and laſt Charge which ou 
Lord brought againſt the Fews, and which 
proved a main Impediment and Hindrance tc 
their receiving his Teſtimony, was their Wick 
edneſs and Immoralities: So he declares — he 
ajs 


1 9 As 


ys that they. loved Darkneſs. more than Light, ; 
eauſe their Deeds were Evil. His Doctrine 
as directly againſt their ſenſual Luſts and Car= 
al Lives: And therefore tho'. the Truth of it 
as as Clear as the Day, and ſhone as the Light 
f the World, yet their Minds were ſo blind- 
d with cheir Senſuality, that they could not 
e its intrinſick, Goodneſs; nay, they were ſo 
rejudiced againſt it through their Corrupti- 
ns, that they found Ways, rather than admit 
t to reſiſt or evade the very Evidence of their 
enſes. The ſame Cauſe of their Infidelity he 
Wefers to, when he ſays, that they would not 
clieve on him becauſe he ſpgke the Truth, which 
vas diſtaſtful ro them upon Account of their 
icked Lives. Truth was the Light that re- 
Wroved their evil Deeds, and therefore they ha- 
ed it, and would not come to it. FJobn iii. 19, 
Wo. and viii. 45. 
Now when the Caſe ood thus with them, 
o long as they were deſtitute of that good mo- 
al Diſpoſition which our Saviour in my Text 
Wnakes the Condition of being able to judge 
| ightly of the Truth and Divinity of his Reli- 

on; we may truly and ſtrictly fay that they 
ere no Ways capable of receiving the Evi- 

lences of the Chriſtian Faith; and our Lord 
ight very well quote the Prophecy of 1ſaiah, 
nd apply it to them, that hearing they /Pould 
ear, and ſhould not underſtand; and ſeeing they 


ick 10 ſee, but ſhould not perceive; that their 
__—_— earts ſhould wax groſs, and their Ears dull of 
| * bearing 


— 


bearing, and their Dyes they Jhould cloſe, lea 
they ſhould! ſee with = Eyes, and hear vibe 
therr Ears, and under with their Heart 
and ſhould be converte and healed. Matt. xii” 
14 1 © 
HF 8 one or Ge ef theſs tired Claſſes may” 
be reduced all the Reaſons aſſigned in ScripM" 
ture for the Infidelity of the Fews, and as man 
others as lived in thoſe Days, and were Prov 
againft all the wonderful Evidences that wee 
given of the Chriſtian Religion. And to the" 
fame Claſſes may be reduced all the ReaſonfÞ"* 
that are aſſignable for Apoſtaſy, Hereſy, and” 
all fatal and damnable Errors in Point of Faith che 
which have moleſted the Church of Chri/t fron” * 
the Times of the Apoſtles ; which for betten 
diſtinftion's Sake we may draw into a ſhort 
Compaſs, and more eaſy and familiar to thi 
Memory, under theſe three well know 
Terms, the Devil, the World, and the Flee. 
the three great Opponents to God's Will, ane 
Man's Salvation; the Abe declared Enemi nd 
of the Church Militant. * 
The Devil is repreſented 1 in deeper mor 
-Yhan once as a prime Agent, or Inſtrument ! 
Mens Diſbelief of the Goſpel. In the Parabl Deed 
of the Sower (Mart. xiii. 19.) there is one Ca 
and but one, that relates to Infidels ; and tif“ 
is, (as in order it ſhould be) rhe firſt; wbefoor 
the Seed ſown took ub Noot at all; or, as it is ei wy 
Plained, where the Word of the Kingdom 4, 
not Inn or not conſidered. Now he bell 


* 


e find it, ex reſly aſcribed to 175 Devil, that 
e taketh the ord out. 0 "Mens earts, 45 they 
bould, believe and be, ed. (Luke VIII. 12.) 
ind this, as far 7 as may be gathered from the 
ontext, and 90 05 the Rea off of the Thing, 
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vers. upon "the Reaſons reducible. to the 15 
laſs abovementioned, viz. of Abuſes of for- 
er Light and Revelation; falſe Principles ta- 
en up and obſtinately maintained againſt the 
[ruth, whereby Mens Eyes. are blinded with 
nor, and, when they Beat e Goſp el, under. 
and it not, as our Lord ſays, or, 11 it ttia be 
cher wiſe rendered, confider. it nor, or 7ay 7t 
10 Heart. That is to ſay, they are, int their 
wn Opinions, already provided with a füfflcient 
heme of Religion; the Origine anti Subſtanet 
f which they owe indeed bo Ge „eitller thre 
he Light of Nai ature; or by pofitive Tftitutichi, 
ut which thro. the ph 18 Deluſions they 
lave cooked. up to his P Ack their own Tie 

nd then fopiniely teſt upon it, and yg, 
o further. They. are not for . their 
id Fach, or the Road in which their Anc&. 


herd when it falls. in this Highs Way, of of betteh 
Errack, is, to be trodden down and conternng- 
d, or at leaft bs cannot benettate au take 
77: 2g 


This was ver. müch the Caſe, not G of 


L& & X -. * 


Je es, but of the Heathen World, as we 
all ſee more diſtinctly hereafter, And it is 


icmarkable Inſtance of the Subtilty a 


F 2 cy 


nuſt be under ood of thofe who are Ul by 


tors went; and confec uently the F ate the 
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cy of the Devil, that when he could not alten 
gether hinder the Worſhip of God and WM Their 
Practice of Religion, either natural or reve! 
ed, he could yet find Means ſo to corrupt an 
adulterate them, as in great Meaſure to defey 
the Ends of Religion under both thoſe Diſpe 
ſations. There never were nor could be an 
greater Clogs and Impediments thrown in the 
Way to obſtruct the Reception of the Chriſti 
an Faith, than when Men by mingling th 
Doctrines of Devils with the Truths of Go 
had not only fallen into groſs and inexcuſabl 
Errors even to believe a Lie, but were allo be 
come obſtinate and perverſe in thoſe Error 
and tenacious of their old abſurd and prepoſte 

rous:, Inſtitutions; in Conſequence of whit 
they oppoſed the Chriſtian Faith, under Co 
leur of Religion and Piety and doing God Sr 
elf then this kind of Infidelity may be att 
buted properly enough to the Wiles and Sug 
geſtions of the Devil, taking his Adyantages d 
Mens Negligence. and Supineneſs in not dul 
uſing and improving the Lights afforded b 
God for the leading them to the Knowledge 0 


2 = 


himfelf and his Will, we ſhall yet more re 
dily diſcern the Suitableneſs of thoſe other tw 
Terms, the World and the Fleſh, to the Claſks 
which we have allotted to them. 
For the World doth very appoſitely denote 
the ſecond Source of Infidelity abovementioned 
including all thoſe Obſtacles to Belief 17 
bo: | : 1 | | Men 


a 


(37) 
Mens SSI Intereſts, their Covetouſnebs 0 or 
Whcir Ambition, lay before them: The Luft of 
he Eye, and che Pride of Life ; and all that 
ond Conceit of themſelves, and of their own 
Doings, and that Itch of Applauſe from others, 
hich are fo natural to n who place an: 
Happineſs in this World. rt, 
And laſtly, the Fleſb is a Word that pro- 
perly ſpeaks thoſe ſenſual Lufts and brutal 
ppetites and Paſſions that carry Men into the 
common Immoralities of Life, and render them 
capable of Religion, and almoſt every Thing 
elſe that is praĩſeworthy. | 
Let this only be further remarked, that if 
we would couch all theſe Reaſons which are 
faid to hinder the Belief of the Goſpel, under 
oe general Expreſſion or Phraſe, we could not 
do it more ſuitably than by that in my Text, 
viz, by a want of a Will to do God's Vill: 
Arbe want of a Diſpoſition to live up to for- 
mer Notices of Duty, or that Light which 
cod had afforded to the World antecedently 
to the Revelation of his Will by his Son. 
Having proceeded thus far upon Matter 
Jof Fact recorded in Scripture, that all Men 
rer are not capable of rightly judging of the Evi- 
dences of the Chriſtian Religion, it may be 
Time to take our Query into Conſideration, 
viz, How it comes to paſs that the Truth 
note and Certainty of our Religion is denied and 
oppoſed in theſe latter Ages of the World? 
That the Way of Salvation which we preach 
, and 


alto 


* 
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and boaſt of to have ſuch mighty and con- ch 
vineing Proofs as render Men utterly inexcy. I. 
fable in their Infidelicy, ſhould be charge 
with want of ſufficient Evidence? And this 
too by Men profeſſing to deal with Reaſon and 
Argument, who affirm it hath not Proof e. 
nough to ſtand the Teſt of a ſtrictly rational 
and philoſophical Enquiry? bet i; 
Now in order to anſwer this, what we pro- 
perly have to do, is, to fee how far the Mat. 
ters of Fact abovemention'd in the Fews Caf pre 
may be argued from and applied to Men in al 
Countries and Ages where the Goſpel has been in! 
preached; Mankind being every where and 
always liable to the ſame Kinds both of Infirmi-Mehis 
ties and Corruptions. Even the firſt Caſe whichWany 
ſeems more particularly to relate to the Jew, 
will admit of its proper Application to the 
Gentile Infidels, both ancient. and modern. 
I ſhall purſue this Point a little, and fo con- 
chide: this Diſosurſſſſe. 
With the Fews, as you have heard, the Mat- 
ter ſtood thus. They had made a wrong Judg- 
ment and a wrong Uſe of the Law which Got 
had given them by Ages. They miſinterpre- I It 
ted the Deſign and Uſe, of it, expounding e- NReaſ 
very thing according to their own ſelfiſh No- but t 
tions, and adapting every Thing as far as migitMi; ca] 
be to the external Glory and fecular Advan-Wlous 
rages of their Nation. In ſhort they fo ma- Iin Pa 
naged the Matter as to make their Law ſerveſ have 
very different, and ſome quite n the P 
. e 
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thoſe, to which it was originally deſigned: And 


Con- 

cu · Nmong the reſt they made it a Handle for re- 
rged Necting Chriſt and his Doctrines, whereas it was 
this the Intention of the Law to have trained them 
and up for his Reception. 
fe. Notwithſtanding all their Pretences there- 
onal hore to legal Righteouſneſs and Zeal for the 


Myaick Diſpenſation, our Saviour thought fir 
o tell them plainly, that they neither ht 

the Law, nor believed in Moles: And he 
proves this by a ſhort but a very ſubſtantial 
Argument, viz. becauſe they would not believe 
Well; but the Queſtion here is, Whether 
rmi-Mihis Reaſon for the Jes Infidelity can with 
nich any Juſtice be transferred or applied to Infi- 
avs, Widels of other Ages and Countries? Let us fee 
che whether there is not ſomerhing analogous; 
n. ¶ ſomething of the very fame Strain to be ob- 
con- ¶ erved among the more refined and ſpecula- 
tive Deißts; who abuſe the Light of Nature 
juſt as ſome of the old Jes did their Law, 
g- Jo the hardening of their own Hearts againſt 
the Goſpel of Feſus Chrift, 
It doth nor appear from any Conclufions of 
Reaſon, or from any Notices of Experience, 
but that a Man may be a rigid Aſſertor of what 
is called Natural Religion; he may be a zea- 
lous Preacher of the moral Duties, nay, and 
In Part an Obſerver of them too, (for he may 
have ſecular Intereſts enough to engage him in 
the Practice of all the more publick and credi- 
who | Rs table 
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table Virtues) and yet for all this he may no 


be one of thoſe who do. God's Will, or be qu 


lifed, or of a fit Diſpoſition to embrace the E. 
vidences of our Religion though fully enough 
propounded to him. He may with all hi 
Parts, and all his Philoſophy, be one who ne- 
ver underſtood, or never confidered or laid t. 
Heart the Doctrines of our Lord Feſwus, and ſo 
have given a fatal Opportunity to the grand 
Enemy of: Mankind 0 ſnatch (as our Saviou 
terms it) the Word of God out of his Heart, and 
retain him in the Vaſſalage of Infidelity. It is 
not a Man's talking upon Morality, no, nor hi 
regular Practice of ſome particular Virtue 
which: may juſtly recommend him to the Efteem 
of Men, that gives him the upright and accept: 
ble Heart in God's Sight. He may lay juſt ſuch an 
awkard Streſs upon the Religion of Nature 
the Phariſees did upon their legal Ceremo- 
nies, till by an obſtinate Adheſion to his own 
Opinions, and Fondneſs for his own Conclu- 
fions, he may, like them, cut himſelf off from 
the Benefits of further * and Revelation 
from God. 
I ſhall preſs the Compariſon no further 
than as it appears to run parallel in the fol- 
lowing. Inſtances, 


That as the Law was in the Place of 4 


Schoolmaſter to bring the Jews to Chrift, Gd 
ili. 24. ſo is the Light of Nature the Schu 
maſter to the Gentiles. It opens and prepares 
a Way to 2 Chr; * Belief, if a Man lie 
3 according 
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according to it in the Sinderity and Humility 
of his Heart. It is the Witnel $ of himfelf that 
God hath left. with Mankind to be a Law and 
Direction to chem, and a Monitor alſo of the 


need they an in of ſome further e and 


Revelation 

But as e the . chere were found 
who thought themſelves wiſer than their 
Schoolmaſter,. and muſt, needs ſet up for Do- 


ctors and Guides of other Men, leading and 


deceiving the Multitude, (themſelves in the 
mean Time bad Practiſers of their own Do- 
ctrines) modelling the Law to their own ſen- 
ſual Ends, and reſtraining the Intention of it 
to ſecular and fond Hopes of a temporal King- 
dom, and all the Glories of this World, and 
corrupting it with their Traditions and Inno- 
vations; whereby, inſtead of its being an In- 
troduction to Cbriſt, it became, through their 
preconceived Opinions and falſe Gloſſes, a ter- 
rible Stumbling- block to themſelves, and moſt 
of their Adherents, and blinded them ſo, that 
they could not receive the moſt evident Teſti- 
monies, that our Lord when he appeared gave 
of his Miſſion and divine Doctrines: Sd among 
the Gentiles there were anciently found, (and by 
Parity of Reaſon there may be among the Mo- 
derns too) who not content to improve with _ 
Humility and Diligence, what by the Light of 
Nature they had learnt and known of God, 
muſt needs ſet themſelves up, under all the 
Diſadvantages that human Reaſon m—__— | 
8 7 


 frons, and the bringing in of a better Hope: (Heb. 
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py Revelation muſt neceſſarily labour under 0 
for the Inſtructors of Mankind; and becoming 
vain in their. Imaginations they darkened their 
fooliſb Hearts, (Rom. i. 21, 22.) through Phil. 
ſophy and vain Deceit, (Coll. ii. 8.) and after 

all their Pretenſions to Diſcernment could noi 
ſee the Truth when it came to be offered u. 
them. They ſought after Wiſdom, the Wiſdom 
of this World, and profeſſing them ſelues wiſe 
they became Fools, (1 Cor. i. 22.) and by theit 
Folly withſtood the Apoſtles as effectually, 2 
the Jews on Account of their Law had with. 
ſtood our Saviour ; and ſo by the like fond Ve- 
neration for their own Tenets and Principles, 
they too fell ſhort of the Glory of God. WM 
Again, as the Law convinced Men of Sin, 
and ſhewed them their Duty, but did not fur- 
niſh them with ſufficient Strength to perform 
it; as it was defective and faulty (Heb. viii. 7) 
and could make nothing perfect as pertaining 10 
the Conſcience, (Heb. ix. 9. and vii. 19.) and 
thereby ſufficiently pointed out the Neceſſity, 
as well as gave the Expectations of ſome high- 
er Diſpenſarion for the Redemption of Tranſpreſ- 


vii. 19. and ix. 15.) 80 in like Manner the; 
Light of Nature ſhews Men plainly enough” 
their own Deficiencies, and the Abſurdity of 
aſpiring after, and Impoſſibility of attaining 
through their own natural Strength, the great 
Ends of Religion; equally with the Law con- 
cluding all Men under Sin, that none ſhould git 
Fn 2 2 


) 


ST 
der ſr in God's Preſence, (Gal. iii. 22. and 1 Cor. 
ther Revelation. INDIA DFR LOR, 

But as among the Jeus there were ſome 
who had got a Notion that their Law was ſo 
perfect, that by the Works of it a Man might be 
uftified, and therefore reſted tbemſelves upon 
it; which Perſuaſion and Confidence proved a 
ſtrong Bar (as it well might) againſt their ad- 
mitting any new Religion which ſeemed to 
cancel and make void their former; fo among 

b. our Libertines and Freethinkers there are ſome 
ve. rho have got a Notion that Reaſon and the 
Light of Nature, are ſufficient to anſwer all 
the Ends and Purpoſes of Religion: That this 
Iz enough for all reaſonable Creatures; and all 
further Revelation is unneceſſary: That every 
Man may be as good and virtuous as he need 
to be by the Religion of Nature; that is, by ob- 
krving and obeying: the Dictates of his own 
Reaſon ; or at leaſt of theirs, if he dare not 
raft his own Underſtanding. But now, (to 
apply an Argument of St. Faul a,) if Righteouſ- 
ws and Fuſtificatiam be by the Light of Nature, 
Jvbereunto ſerveth the. Goſpel? The Gentile has 

s good a Reaſon to reject it as the Few. Let 
the one then reſt himſelf upon his Rituals, 
ad the other truſt wholly co his Morality: 
Whereas we, who have known Cbriſt, affirm of 
th, (what St. Paul did of one) that they are 
rea and beggarly Elements, in Compariſon of 
ne Knowledge and Faith in Chrift; nor will 
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gain into Bondage. 


ly collected from ſome of their Writings) the 


much improved upon the Ancients, and d. 


the great Light they have received in theſe 


the latter Claſſes improved very much upon 
tlie former by the Notices they got of the Re- 


im) 


we be perſuaded to turn back from the Coſpe 
we have learnt by any who de re to "bring i 1 4 


The wisst of the id Hearhens ſaw fat 
nough i into'this Matter to make a proper Jude: 
ment of it. They perceived (as may be plain. 


Neceſſity of ſome divine Revelation to aſcer- 
tain both Religion and Morality, ſo as to make 
them ſure and ſafe Principles of Happineſs, If 
it be urged, that our modern Deiſts have very 


reaſon better upon this Subject of natural Re- 
ligion, than any of the old Philoſophers did, 
though we ſhould allow this, yet no Thanks 
to their own Reaſon for their Diſcoveries, but 
to their Education in a Chriſtian Countrey, and 


Matters from the inſtituted Religion of eu 
Chriſt. As among the antient Philoſophers 


velations of God in the Old Teſtament, ſo may 
the Infidels of the latter Ages out- top them al 
by Means of the greater. Advantages received 


but the Revelation of God's Will! in the Go-Mwh 


Pele: If they had not Ploug bed *o#fb" our For 
Heifer ,/ the very Things they ſeem tolivi 
have diſcovered mold yet have appeared ab Nam 
Riddles to them. The Goſpel has been «Wis, 
Light to lighten the Gentiles even in this Senſe: Nor- 
e or  withour t i theſe Gentlemen had been 4 ers 
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. 45 Bj rknefs and Uncertainty in Points 
f Religion, as the old Philolophers, But ler 
em refine and improve as they pleaſe, yet 


ml SR er art L SO NTOTUR 
Jer as great Darkneſs and Uncertain 


Ir e. long as it is in Oppoſition to. the Goſpel 
udp. rom whence they borrow their Light, fo long 
lain. Is they are determined to ſtand by the Re- 
) theFſWigion of Nature, they are never likely to get 
ſcer-MWurther than the State of the natural Man, or 
nake he Man of human Reaſon and worldly Wif- 
ö. IfMom ; who, as St. Paul tells us, receiveth not 
ven le Things of the Spirit of God, that is doth not 
| doffkdmir of Revelation, or the Myſteries of God, 
Re- though they be diſcovered to him; as the beſt 
did Hnterpreters underſtand it. They may much 
anks}Miniprove their Ways of thinking, and much en- 
but large and enrich their Schemes by ſtudying the 
and chriſtian Doctrines and Morals, yet they will 
heſe be no nearer God than the moſt ignorant and 


Feſus 
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pon 
Re- 
may 
1 all 
ved 
Go- 
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barbarous of the Heathens; and how much 
firther off on Account of their ſo much great- 
er Lights and Advantages, God only know- 
al OREN TRE yo 

In the mean Time it is obvious enough to 
obſerve, how very improper it is to call their 
Syſtems of Morals, he Religion of Nature; 
which if we wanted to know we ſhould look 
for among the Americans, or other Heathens 
lying yet in a State of Darkneſs and Ignorance; 


imong whom we may ſee Nature as it really 


n «Fs, with ſuch a Religion as it will actually af- 
nſe: Nord. Whereas. that which our new Reaſon- 
un- ers preſent to us for the. Religion of Nature, is 
der nee, | 


truly 


4 
truly a ite different Thing, viz, What buna 
Regſen with its utmoſt I mprovements, by Rey 
lation can direct to be done, if human Naturg 
Were not, as it is, corrupted. it what are al 
the Preſcriptions of an enlightened Underſtand 

5 5 a blind, perverſe, an unconverted ill 
They only conſtitute a Theory of Religion fo 
a natural Man, which it is utterly | impoffible for 
à natural Man to put in Practice ; which ſufß 
ciently ſhews the Abſurdity of them. 

E conclude with obſerving whart is chiefly u 
de remarked upon this Head, that we have 
great Reaſon to look upon the Devil as th 
principal Author of all thoſe Attempts (how: 
ever gravely and ſpeciouſly carried on as upon 
aà Foot of Reaſon and Morality) which are 
made on Purpoſe to deſtroy or invalidate the 
Influence and Credit of Revelation and Grace; 
eſpecially where the Perſons themſelves, who 
are the Inſtruments in theſe Attempts, do not 
ſeem to be Slaves either to the World or th: 
Fleſh, or to be directly influenced by them. 
But it comes to the ſame Thing if they be 
Slaves to their own Principles, that is, to ſuch 
Principles as are a Foundation for che Doctrine 
of Devils. 

*Tis then the old Serpent moſt ſhews his Skill, 
when he takes the Advantage of Mens crude 
Way of Thinking, and ſubtly improves their 
Indigeftions of natural Notions and Truths in- 
to ſuch malignant and incurable Diſtempers of 
their Minds, as make them check at all the 

wholſome 
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holſome Preſcriptions which the great Phy- 
cian of our Souls has been pleaſed in Mercy 

W offer us to correct and help our natural Im. 
mities, and give us true Health and Salva- 


on. | IR 
I ſhut up all with the Words of the Apoſtle. 
our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that 
re oft, in whom the God of this World hath 
inded the Minds of them that believe not, leſt 
be Light of the glorious Goſpet of ( Chriſt ſhould 
hine forth w unto FOO: 
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o EN vii. 17. 


If any Man will do his I * he ll 
Fr of ihe Doctrine, whether it 


— of God, or e if cs * m 
Self. 


TAVING upon the two 3 Oc: 
. Hs caſions in this Place opened and er 
| plained the meaning of theſe Word 

I ſhall now, to avoid all Repetition of tis 


Proofs and Reaſonings for the aſcertaining c 
| that meaning, take a few Things for granted mn. 
and only. make mention of them, as Poind leaf 

neceflary to be carried in the Mind, while 1]... 


TS che main Subject to a * 
| 1, 2M 
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1. That by the Word Doctrine in my Text, 
meant the Goſpel, or the Will of God 
ught by our Saviour, as diſtinguiſhed from 
other Notices or Revelations of God's Will 
J 8 =: 

2. That by knowing of the Doctrine is meant 
e believing or being convinced of the Truth 
d Divinity of the Goſpel, that it is from 
eaven and infallible; or, in other Words, 
je admitting it as a divine Revelation 
3. That by God's Will in the former Part of 
e Verſe (which is mentioned as ſomething 
ſtinct from the Doctrine to be believed) is 
be underſtood all that Knowledge of God 
d Duty, which Men were preinſtructed in, 
acquainted with, either by the Light of Na- 
re, or through the Benefit of former Reve- 


ſl tions, previous to our Saviour's Inſtructions 
t pd Improvements in Religion. : 


4. That by doing God's Will, which is the 
Walification required for the ready Admiſſion 
the Goſpel, is meant the living agreeably to 
oſe prior Notices of him, and thoſe Per- 
aſtons concerning Religion and Morality, 
hich obtained among Mankind before the 
erfect Knowledge of God's Will was introdu- 
d into the World by Jeſis Chriſt. 

5. Laſtly, By being willing to do this Will, 


" meant a Diſpoſition of Mind to ſerve and 
" caſe God, and preſerve a religious Character 


cording to that Proportion of Light and 
Re © Knowledge, 
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Knowledge, (whether natural or revealed) whic 
its received..-..-. OW 5 
So that the Senſe of my Text collected fro 
all theſe Particulars, and expreſſed more 
large is as follows. — Whoſoever, Whether h 
be Jew. or Gentile, is ſincerely reſolved to d 
Whatſoever he already knoweth to be God 
Will and Pleaſure, antecedently to thoſe Light 
and Advantages which are afforded in the G 
ſpel; this Man ſhall aſſuredly receive and en 
brace Chri/s Doctrines and Religion, wherf 
ſoever they are fairly propounded to him. 
What I obſerved from hence, and though 
proper to inſiſt upon, was the following Point 
which is here clearly implied, viz. that a 
Men are not capable or ſufficient Judges « 
the Truth and Divinity of the Goſpel, or 0 
thoſe Evidences which ſupport them, for wat 
of that previous Diſpoſition, which is require 
(at leaſt in ſome- Perſons) in order to their a 
mitting the Proofs of its being a Revelati 
from God. . 
From whence it will follow, that Men eve 
of confeſſed Abilities and Diſcernment in mi 
ny other Matters, may prove very Deficien 
in their Way of reaſoning and judging up! 
this Subject of a divine Revelation. 
Indeed it ſeems a very wrong Suppoſitioni 
and the Foundation of a very needleſs Con 
plaint of the Iniquities of the Times, to im}. 
gine, that thoſe Doubts and Difficulties whic 


have been raiſed of late concerning the Tru! 
„ 0 


EY 
f Revelation and the Divinity of the Chri- 


tian Religion, are to be imputed to any pe- 
liar Inquiſitiveneſs of the Age we live in, 
r to the more accurate Diſcernments or great- 
r Sagacity of our modern Scepticks above 
ther Men. To ſuppoſe. this ſeems as much 


Whic 


] fro | 
Ore 2 
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to d 


by 0 ur of the Way, as it would be to infer that 
& ere is any Occaſion from hence to ſuſpect 
14 e want of ſufficient Evidence for our Faith, 


even the Failure of Evidence ſince the Time 
f our Lord and his Apoſtles. Whereas the 
hole Matter lies only here, that Men are now 
days juſt the ſame Sort of free Creatures, 
nd liable to the ſame Sort of Vices and Cor- 
uptions that they ever were, and ever will be 
l the Nature and State of Mankind is changed. 
n Conſequence of which there are, and, morall 
deaking, muſt be at all Times, ſome Perſons 
ho are inſufficient and incompetent Judges 
our Saviour's DoCtrines, and unqualified to 
eceive the Teſtimonies given in Atteſtation of 
hem, ſo as to be convinced, and converted'to 
e Faith by them. This is a mere Matter of 
act as well known of that Age in which the 
briſtian Religion was firſt publiſhed to the 
Vorld, as it is known that there were many 
narvellous and unheard of Proofs given in 
leſtimony of it. Yet could not a great Num- 
er of the Jews, even of thoſe who were Eye- 
irneſſes of theſe Wonders be convinced that 
ur Saviour's Miſſion and Doctrines were from 
od, through a certain moral Defect and In- 
Wacity in them, which he who knew all 
. H 2 Men 
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Mens Hearts hath expreſly aſſigned for thy xd 
| Reaſon of their Infidelity. The Evidence duc 
which we have for the Goſpel at this Time ande 
not juſt the ſame, we grant; ſome of theniiſſi» 7 
were {ſtronger and more undeniable then, thai fran. 
at preſent; Wherefore the leſs Reaſon is therWhd. 
to wonder, that, if they were withſtood Me 1 
ſome Men, when they appeared with their ui 
moſt Demonſtration, they ſhould afterwards he 
queſtioned, when their Force is leſs ſenſiblMherc 
Although we may and do affirm notwithſtand en- 
ing, that if all the Evidences we now have non 
taken together, they are as ſtrong, and do IM eve 
much perſuade and force themſelves upon e 
very unprejudiced Mind, as ever they did. But 
if they will not convince all Sorts of Men, eve 
is no new Diſcovery; it is nothing ſtrange o 
unaccountable: For they never had Power lift, n 
force Aſſent in all Kinds of Perſons nor were 
they ever calculated for ſuch an End. 
That this Incompetency of judging in Rel 
gious Matters, this moral Incapacity of du 
receiving the Evidences of the Chriſtian Faith, 
is a real Thing, (as well now as heretofore upot 
and not an invidious Imputation caſt upon N 
Mens Perſons merely to deſtroy the Cred!Wintir 
and Authority of their Reaſonings, it was pre Iſum 
ſumed might be proved from Experience, «ſuch 
accounted for upon a Foot of Reaſon as well a forr 
of--Scripture,. | \ 
be Caſe as it ſtood among the Jeres be Infi 
been already conſidered, and the ſeveral RevWorh 
ſons for their Infidelity afligned by our big 


(53) 
Jord collected and applied to my Text, and 
auced for Clearneſs and Diſtinction's Sake 
aer three Heads or comprehenſive Terms, 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh : The three 
rand Obſtacles to the doing of God's Will, 
Ja conſequently the principal Occaſions. of 
e Incapacity above-mentioned of knowing of 
lriff's Doctrine, whether it be from God. 
Under the firſt Head it has been ſhewn, that 
here were anciently both among Fews and 
entiles (and by Parity of Reaſon may be a- 
ong the Moderns, of what Denomination 
xver) ſome, who ſet themſelves againſt the 
oſpel of Chriſt, not becauſe they were Slaves 
o the World and the Fleſh, but becauſe they 
ever took it into their ſerious Conſideration, 
r laid it to Heart; being prejudiced againſt 
; not on any ſenſual or ſecular Account, but 
hrough certain preconceived erroneous Noti- 
ns of Religion, on which they reſolved to 
reſt themſelves, without ſo much as honeſtly 
nd carefully examining whether Chriſtianity 
as the Religion deſigned for them, and bound 
pon them, or no. 
Now what, Share the Devil is in Scripture 
intimated to have, and may in Reaſon be pre- 
ſumed to have in the Production of Infidelity in 
ſuch Men, was more largely conſidered in a 
former Diſcourſe. 5 : 
What remains is to treat of thoſe Caſes of 
Infidelity which fall more regularly under the 
other two known Terms, the World and the 


Fleſh; 
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Fleſh; which pet to us "he other Source, 
of the like fatal Effects, diſtinct from each o- 
ther as well as the former. ; 

The Fleſh comprehends all thoſe Luſts and 
Appetites and Paſſions that carry Men into the 
common Vices and Immoralities of Life, 
whereby their Underſtandings are diſabled, and 
rendered incapable of being employed upon re- 
ligious Subjects. 

And the World denotes all Kinds of Attach. 

ments to ſecular and fordid Intereſts; all thoſe 
mean Self-regards, which are the Offspring ei 

ther of Covetouſneſs or Pride; which, though 
they may not directly affect the Underſtanding 
yet they pervert and corrupt the Will to : 
great Degree, and clap a ſtrong Byaſs upon it 
againſt the Reception of the Truths of the 
Goſpel. 

I begin, for Convenience in this Order of the 
Arguments, with the carnal or ſenſual Source 
of Infidelity. It is affirmed in my Text, that 
Virtue and Morality are the proper Foundati 
ons of Belief in the Goſpel, and the only {ure 
Preparations for it. And if this be right, then 
there is a ſtrong Preſumption (and I think un- 
doubted) that Vice and Immorality, though 
not always, yet in ſome Caſes may ob- 
ſtruct and prevent Faith; and that they ever 
have a Tendency that Way. He that doth it! 
Will ſhall know of the Doctrine, ſaith our Lord, 
whether it be of God. The Will here fo 0 


ine, as hath been before explained and proved, 
i 


* 


is that Law of God which is wrote on Mens 
Hearts, and all thoſe other Notices of religious 
and moral Duties, all that Light and Know- 
edge, however attained, which is previous and 
antecedent to the Goſpel Revelation. 
Indeed the Grounds of all Religion lye here, 


ile, En thoſe Notions that Men univerſally have a- 
= bout Good and Evil, the Honeſtum and the 


urpe, and all known Moral Principles. So 
long as a Man retains a Senſe of them, ſo as 
o be touched or affected with them, ſo long 
he is a capable Subject of Religion; but if you 
ſuppoſe him either to have loſt this moral 


105 Senſe, or to have ſo impaired it, that he no 
* longer perceives the Force of moral Obligati- 


ons, he becomes thenceforward not only unfit 
for the Practice of Religion, but unqualified to 
make any fair or right Judgment about it, or 
to receive thoſe Convictions of its Truth which 
all other Men, in whom this Senſe remains vi- 
gorous and entire, are thereby prepared and 
ready to receive. 

But now it is remarkable of this Senſe or Fa- 
culty, or by what other Name ſoever we call it, 
and it is a Remark, I apprehend, which may 
ich Neaſily be made) that of all the Powers of the 
uind, this is the moſt liable to be hurt and 
rendered uſeleſs. Nothing indeed but an obſti- 


py nate Courſe of Vice and Senſuality can do a 
1 Man this Miſchief; but this may do it effectu- 
'Wlly. This may fo corrupt and adulterate that 


genuine Taſte of Goodneſs, which made him 
35 | .- men 
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. 
naturally ſkilful in the Subjects we are ſpeak. 
ing of; may ſo darken the divine Eyes of his 
Mind, by which alone he could truly perceiit 
the Force of moral Obligations, that he ſhall 
be no longer able to make any certain or pro- 
per Judgment in Morality or Divinity, though 
he may preſerve his Reaſon and Judgment 
upon other Subjects (the Underſtanding ot 
which depends no Ways upon this Faculty) x 

clear and entire as ever. | 
Thus much it is ſufficient to have premiſe 
concerning the Interpretation of the Text. For 
further Satisfaction, if required, the Latin Dil 
courſe it ſelf, herewith publiſhed, may be 
r no 
As to the Reality of this moral Senſe in 
Mankind, this Knowledge of God and Religi. 
on and Duty by the Light of Nature, and 6 
ther Helps diſtinct from thoſe of the Goſpel 
and as to the Poſſibility of effacing, or even 
deſtroying it by a Courſe of corrupt Manners; 
if any one will have Scripture Proof, he need 
go no further in St. Paul's Writings than the 
firſt Chapter to the Romans, where there b 
more faid upon it than I have Room now ei- 
ther to explain, or quote. I cbuſe rather to 
wur the Argument we are upon a little fur- 
er.” | 
We may look upon Men if we pleaſe, without 
being thought very abſtracted, in theſe tuo 
diſtin& Views; as Intelligent and Rational, and 
as Moral and Religious. In the former of theſe 
| + Capa- 


apa 
cudy 
8 int 
5 rove 
han! 
um: 
polite 
Relat 
al 2 
he 
lude 

e 


RAR 


4 ** n * * Pp 6 n * ROY 4 FTP" * * — 7 
* 
ö ( 5 
1 Ss , 


deak. 
F his 
celve 
ſhall 
pro. 
2Ugh 
ment 
g of 


) 


uſed 
Fat 
Dil 
be 


tudy of the Arts and Sciences; in their Search- 
s into the viſible Works of Nature, and Im- 


hanick Arts: In ſhort, in every Branch of 
man Learning and Attainments, whether in 
jolite or common Life, that has no immediate 
lation to, or Dependance upon Truths mo- 
al and divine. In the other Capacity, vig. 
he Moral and Religious, (which does not ex- 
lude Underſtanding and Reaſon, but ſuppoſes 
e Exerciſe of them in the moſt noble and 
xalred Manner) they act in the Attainment of 
irtue, the Practice of Religion, and the Stu- 
dy of ſacred and divine Truths. Now as in 
all Sciences (with Reſpect to their firſt Cha- 
acter of intelligent and rational Agents) there 
are certain Poſtulata which are the Grounds 
and Foundations upon whieh the Inſtructions 
proceed, and ſerve alſo for Rules and Stand- 


> IN 


e or undoubred Truths which are, as it were, 

the Seeds of Religion planted in Mankind. 
That is to ſay, as we have certain Principles 
of Knowledge, which we uſe and apply for 

the diſtinguiſhing. Truth from Falſhood in Mat- 
ters of Science, which are ſo very evident, that 
every Man, (having the Uſe of his rational 
Faculties) aſſents to them upon the firſt Hear- 
Ing, and which we are fo far from ſearching 
after Proofs for, that we aſſume them as un- 


apacities (and in that merely) they act in the 


rovements in Phyſical Knowledge, and Me- 


ards to take the Meaſures of them by; ſo it is 
in Religion too. There are certain præcogni- 
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by; fo likewiſe we have certain evident Pr 


ving the Uſe of his moral Senſes) and are 


loft the common Underſtanding and Appre 


Frenzy may quite ſpoil a Man's Underſtand 


4 RS. 
conteſted Truths to prove all other Thuy 


ciples of Morality, whereby we diſtinguiſ 2 
good and evil, and judge of every Thing pe 
taining to Religion and Conſcience, whicf f itt 
Principles are ſo very plain to every Man (ha 


univerſally acknowledged, that the Generali 
of Mankind all the World over argue accord 
ing to them, and make them the Meaſures « 
Praiſe and Diſpraiſe. How we come by theſ uct 
firſt Principles of either Sort, is foreign to ou 

Purpoſe here. It is ſufficient that we hav" 
them, and confeſs them ſo generally, that: 
the firſt Principles of Knowledge are denie f“ 
by none but Fools and Madmen, who hay 
henſions of Mankind, ſo the firſt moral Princi 
en are allowed by all, but by Sots and De 1 

auchees, or a very few others of monſtro 

and chimerical Notions, who both think and 
talk contrary to the common Senſe and Reaſc 
of Men. Now what I would obſerve to oui. 


eee Purpoſe is this: That as a Fever or 


ing, and deprive him of his Faculty of diſcern 
ing the moſt evident Phyſical Truths; in like 
Manner a Courſe of Vice and Immorality may 


fo drown and overwhelm his Senſe of moral"! 


Rectitude, that he ſhall be with Reſpect to Vir A 
tue and Religion (pardon the Expreſſion, if it 1 
ſeems too harſh) /u/t what Fools and Mai. 


4 
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Whenever therefore we perceive Men to cu 


live their Senſe of Piety and moral Goodneſi are 
and then to call the Principles and Evidence * 
of Religion into Queſtion, though they are off Re 
therwiſe Men of Parts and Abilities, yet y not 
ought by no Means to conclude from thena the 
that the Principles of Religion are really queſtioWf oth 
nable, or that there is not as good Evidence fa anc 
them as for other acknowledged Truths; but i Li 
ſhould rather argue thus: That theſe Meſ pee 
have ſome of their natural Endowments (whidf lig 
it was not in their Power to deſtroy by theiſ on 
Senſuality) left them entire; and that as to ali the 
thoſe Subjects, which thoſe Powers and Faculfif ſo 
ties are exerciſed about, they judge and act IH Pri 
other Men; but that Faculty or Senſe, where laf 
by they ſhould diſcover the Force of morili. vic 
Obligations, and conſequently perceive the E ha 
vidences for Religion in their full Streng #: 
in Order to make a true and equal Judgmeniif , 

of it, is either loſt, or wretehedly diſabled ſec 
that the Eye of their Underſtanding as to th Sel 
Point is either quite put out, or extream Cc 
darkened with the Maſs of ſenſual Filth cha} me 
overſpreads it. the 
It will ſuffice only juſt to mention a Conk De 
quence” of what has been now ſaid, viz. th th: 
in whatever Degree or Proportion this mon 
Senſe is diminiſhed or impaired in any Man tot 


by his Wickedneſs and Senſuality; in the (amt fre 
Degree and Proportion he is rendered 4 „un 
come I the 


ay 


) Ou competent judge X thoſe valuable Tru ths we 


dneſiſ are treating of. 
ence} We are ready to grant indeed that theſe 


Reaſons will only hold in the Caſe of Men of 


e 0 


et M notoriouſly lewd and diſſolute Lives, and that 
hence they are of no Weight againſt Infidels of an- 
eſtio other Stamp, ſuch as are obſerved to be grave 
ce fo and thinking Men, regular and ſober in their 


Lives, (at leaſt no Ways profligate,) who ap- 
pear as Advocates for good Morals, and the Re- 
ligion of Reaſon, (as they call it,) in Oppoſiti- 
on to revealed or inſtituted Religion. And 
therefore the Infidelity of theſe Men, when it 
aculſi ſo happens, muſt be charged upon ſome other 
l Principles: Which brings me to the third and 
here laſt Claſs of Reaſons aſſigned by our bleſſed Sa- 
noni. viour for the Infidelity of the Jews, which I 
e E have thrown under the general Term of the 


ut we 

Me 
Vhic 
the! 


10 4 


neth Warld. 
men Which denotes all Kinds of Attache de to 
led 


ſecular and ſordid Intereſts; all thoſe mea 
Self-regards which are the Offipring either. of 
Covetouſneſs or Pride; which though they 
may not directly affect the Underſtanding, yet 
they pervert and corrupt the Will to a great 
5 Ne and clap a ſtrong Byaſs upon it againſt 
the Reception of the Truths of the Goſpel. 
As to one Branch of this Head, viz. Cove- 
touſneſs, we cannot indeed fo cloſely argue 
from the Remarks made in Scripture upon the 
unbelieving Jews with reſpect to it, becauſe 
the Caſes there put of parting with all to fol- 
lo 


this 
amh 


that 
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loy Chriſt, are not Caſes of common Trial and 
Temptation: Which ſhall therefore be omitted 
though a good deal might be ſaid of the Pre 
judices which the Love of Money and of th 

World's Good will create againſt the Admiſſio 
of a Doctrine fo contrary to all ſecular Intereſts 

as is that of the Chriſtian Religion. But the 
other Branch, via, Pride in all its Forms, and 
with all its Train, as Conceit, and Vanity, and 
Spirit of Contradiction, is as proper a Topick 
to argue from, when we would account for 
Infidelity at this Day, as ever it was in former 
Ages. And therefore I ſhall purſue it a little 
more particularly. ; 

Let it therefore be conſidered that our 

Saviour in my Text directs it as the fu 
reſt and moſt proper Expedient of attaining to 
Faith in the Goſpel, that a Man ſhould ſtudy 
to approve himſelf to God, by doing his Wil 
and Pleaſure as far as he already knoweth it 
To do his Will is to ſeek his Praiſe: And it wil 
be rewarded with a further and clearer Know- 
ledge of Himſelf and of His Laws. 
But now if this be true, then is the Pre- 
ſumption ar the Inference good, that whoſcever iſ 
ſeeks the Praiſe of Men, more than the Praiſe if 
God, takes the ready Way to cauſe Obſtructi- 
ons in his Belief of the Goſpel. And he may 
ſo far indulge his Ambition of pleaſing Men, as 
to forfeit his Capacity of becoming @ Servant 
or Diſciple of Chriſt. This is one of the Rea- 
ſons which our bleſſed Lord himſelf giyes why 


ſome 


„ 
me of his Hearers could not believe on him, 
W:cauſe they Jought Honour one of another, and 

ught not the Honour that cometh of God. John 


This was the known Fault of the Phariſees 
cho both took a great Pride in thinking dif- 
rently from the reſt of their Nation, and de- 
piſing all others who would not aſſent to their 
ſenets, and alſo a great deal of Pains to gain 
ver Proſelites to their Opinions. The Effects 
f which proved very fatal to them, and muſt 
eceſſarily be ſo. to all who are of the ſame 
emper: For it is the hardeſt Thing in the 
orld to bring a Man off from any Notions 
rhich he hath thus conceitedly taken up, and 
I perciliouſly propagated; Vanity being of all 
wuman Paſſions, one of the moſt poſitive and 
flexible. _ „%%% pw [ 
Now if the Temper” and Paſſions of Men 
re the ſame that they always were (as has 
een obſerved above) what are we to expect 
ut that, in theſe Days alſo, mere Pride and 
uffectation of Singularity, and defire to have 
_ Weir Perſons held in Admiration, will cauſe 
dme Men to over-come thoſe Evidences for 
he Truth of Religion, which had they but 
nown themſelves, or been in any degree 
wumble and docile, would have over-come 
em? And conſequently how can we won- - 
er if Men of this Temper do very boldly op- 
oe themſelves againſt divine Revelation, and 
ropagate thèir own Schemes and N — 
| ar 


 —_ 


far as they may do it with Impunity in the 
Countrey where they live; thereby ſeekin ece 
like the Scribes and Phariſees to draw the Eyeſpuc 
of the World upon them, and endeavouringWiir 
to obtain the Reputation (though nor of San u 
ctity, which perhaps they are averſe to, yer aſh: 
leaſt) of Learning, and Parts, and uncommon it 
Reach and Diſcernment among thoſe wh hon 
are as incapable Judges of the aforeſaid Ma: hoi 
ters as themſelves. 3 T 

And indeed it is to be feared that there 2Mfathe 
too many among us, who out of Self-conceirMWerlt 
and an itch for Novelty, are ſecretly in thiff { 
infidel Way of thinking: Though it may bid. 
an Unwillingneſs to give publick Offence in aÞ"t 1 
Chriſtian Countrey lays a decent and come rinc 
nient. Reſtraint upon them, and keeps thenſunk 
from making open Profeſſion of their inwardÞmn 
Sentiments and Principles. re aj 

But to come more cloſe to my Argument me 
The Queſtion will here be, how Conceit cao dc 
ſo affect a Man in his Way of thinking, as ſe th 
render him incapable of judging of ſuch plain 
Evidences for the Truth of the Goſpel, as moliÞnder 
other Men can eaſily enough perceive tip wi 
Force of? We will ſuppoſe the Caſe rea], anc ith t 
take it upon this Footing, and account fas. 
it thus. | or 
If we will derive our Notices from Expe fe off 
rience, (and unleſs we do ſo we ſhall certainlyrru 
take wrong Meaſures of Mankind) we ſhalig*g1ng 
find that Mens actual believing or not belie- t be 

| - ny ing 


- 


„ 

ga Thing (and all revealed Religion muſt 
eceſſarily be Matter of Faith) does not fo 
nuch depend upon the Credibility or Incredi- 
lity of the Thing it ſelf propoſed to them, 
upon the Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind 
herewith they receive the Repreſentations 


the 
ding 


Ye 


ring 
K 


te | 
mou f it: Which Temper and Diſpoſition is com- 
WB only the Effect of a Man's own Will and 
lat. Thoice. 


Thus a great Part of the World belicns 
cher with their Affections than with their Un- 
erſtanding. What they vehemently approve 


milf ſhall gain their Aſſent upon the ſlighteſt 
be vidence; but whatever goes againſt their pre- 
in nnt Inclinations, or in any wiſe contradicts the 


rinciples they have eſpouſed, or the Way f 
inking they are in, (eſpecially if they have 
mmunicated their Notions and fancy they 

re applauded for their Ingenuity) muſt have 
Wine very extraordinary Evidence to make it 
Wo down with them. And how it comes to 
> thus is obvious enough. A Man's Will, 
ough it is a very diſtinct Faculty from his 
Inderſtanding, and hath nothing properly to 
with the immediate Act of judging, yet it 
th this twofold Power over the Underſtand- 
g, that it can either ſuſpend the Acts of 
or hinder it from attending to Things that 
e offered it; or it can ſo ſtrongly bribe and 
;nlyſÞeerrupt the Underſtanding in the Act of 
aging, or when it doth attend, that it ſhall 


It be able to make any true Judgment f 
the 


8 ( 66). 
the Points before it. In which Caſe. a Mal Hur 
may hold the wrong Side even in the plaineMWp 1 
Matters. If the Will intereſts. it fa and hic 
perverſe, (whatever makes it ſo alters not th 
Caſe, though of all the Things in the World 
Vanity and Self-conceit are the moſt apr t 
render it obſtinate) I fay when the Will in me 
tereſts it ſelf, it will as much clog, and plain 
poſſeſs, and difable the Underſtanding in th 
Act of judging, as a ſudden Paſſion or a vi 
tent Luſt can do. For as a Man in the Hes 
of his Rage and Fury will not hear Reaſonfff 
eſpecially from him who hath provoked him 
or as a Man inſtigated by his Luſt will ſcarcure 
admit any Argument for the immediate Sup 
preſſion of it, and leaſt of all from the Perſo 
who inflames it; ſo likewiſe a Third who i 
buoyed up by his own Conceit and the Suffein, 
frage of Fools, or hurried with a Spirit o 
Contradiction, is Proof againſt Demonſtrationers 
it ſelf, where it ſtrikes at, and overturns hi 
own beloved Concluſions; eſpecially if ſuc 
Confutation happens to come from thoſe who 
he has already learned to deſpiſe, or who, he 
imagines, look upon him and treat him wit 
{corn. 85 | 1 
And how often do we ſee Men for theſq how 
Reaſons differ widely upon the cleareſt Points 
From whence it would be abſurd to infer that 
there is no Certainty in thoſe Things themFurp: 
| ſelves which happen to be thus differently con ho 
ceived of by People of different Views andÞ"g a 


Humours 


( 67 ) 

MiHumours ; Whereas the whole Matter amounts 
aine(Mo no more than. this,” that not every Thing 
ind! which is certain 3 evident enough in it- 
if ſhall appear to be ſo to all Sorts of Men. 
But further; we very well know another 
Met of this coneeit, that it is the Delight of 
ame Perſons at all Adventures to propoſe and 
paintain Paradoxes. They take as much Pains, 
nd perhaps as much Pleaſure in puzzling a 
ſe; as others do in clearing it up: And let 
e World be never fo well agreed in Opinion 
ind Judgment, yet out of mere Oppoſition, 
ough they haye no further Intereſt than 
ET gratifying the forementioned vain and 


SupWrepoſterous Humour, they will fer themſelves 
erſop againft the common Vogue, and deny what 
ho 1 very Body elſe ſees plain enough. Which 
SufWcing ſtrangely out of the Way, and marvel- 


ouſly whimſical, procures them ſome Admi- 
ers among half-witted People; and then the 


s hiſhoughts of their being admired for uncom- 
ſuchWnon Sagacity put them in a Manner paſt all 
hom ure and Remedy. 

„ h To apply this then. If the Evidences of the 


biſtian Religion, however generally acknow= 
edged and embraced, happen to be diſputed 
Wow and then, and oppoſed and contradicted 
V Men of this untoward Diſpoſition, tis no 
ore than we may expect. Nor can we be 
urprized though it be done even by ſome, 
on rhoſe natural ndowments or acquired Learn- 


andÞ"g are ſo good that we could not ſuſpect their 
urs If want: 
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want of Abilities to make a right Judgment if 
they pleaſed, or whoſe moral, Characters are 
otherwiſe apparently ſuch, that we could not 
gueſs any carnal or ſenſual Intereſts at the Bot- 
tom of their Unbelief. But Vanity is 2nſtar 
omnium : It ſupplies the Place of all other 
Prejudices, with Reſpect to perverting the Will, 
and thereby tincturing and interrupting the 
Underſtanding, and preventing a ſound Judg- 
mn” 7 5 
But to draw to a Concluſion. If any one 
of theſe three Cauſes which our Lord hath af- 
figned, conſidered in itſelf, be found ſufficient 
to produce thoſe unhappy Effects, which he Icom 
complained of in the People of his Age, and very 
we lament in ſome of ours, ſtill the eaſier are Imoſ 
thoſe Effects ro be accounted for, if we ſup-WEye 
| Poſe more than one of the aforeſaid Cauſes to ſgrea 
concur to their Production: Which often may N Wo 
be, and moſt probably often is, the Caſe. Poir 
We cannot indeed certainly judge of Mens ſſthol 
private Thoughts and Diſpoſitions: Nor can B 
we determine in any particular Perſon, what Wplaii 
may be the reigning and principal Motive to In- Nvery 
fidelity, or the Occaſion of his not ſeeing tou 
Things as others do. But we may make gene- digi, 
ral Concluſions from what has been ſaid. And it h 
as we are very ſure that the Cauſes affigned by ple, 
our Lord for Infidelity hold in Reaſon to this Ino ſ 
Day, fo we need make no Doubt but they hold ther 
alſo in Fact; and the —_ becauſe it is hard to rabl 
diſcover” er any other Reaſon for the Thing in Que- 
ſt jon. . = . And 
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t if And certainly it is of no little Conſequence 
are that we are able to give ſome Account of this 
not Matter. For it takes off an Objection, which, 
zot-Ncould it not be anſwered, would go a great 
far Way with ſome Men towards the unſettling 
her them in the very Principles of Religion. For 
Vill, Miince all they who have gone through a Courſe 
the of human Learning, are fo generally agreed in 
dg: che Principles of the Sciences; and all who 
have had a liberal Education, in the Maxims 
one of good Breeding and Rules of Civility ; and 
 al-MWall who have ſeen the World and tranſacted 
ent Buſineſs in it, in the Way of managing the 
he common Affairs of human Life; it ſhould ſeem 
and very ſtrange that they, who judge fo alike in 
are moſt Things, ſhould look with ſuch different 
ſup- Eyes upon Religion, which of all others is the 
s to ſereateſt and deareſt Intereſt they have in the 
nay N World: Eſpecially as to that moſt important 
Point whether it be true or falſe, upon which 
ens Ithoſe invaluable Intereſts do abſolutely depend. 
can But now when this Matter is rightly ex- 
hat Wplained and underſtood, it appears that for that 
In- very Reaſon, becauſe Religion doth fo nearly 
eng touch Mens Intereſts, becauſe it is of fo pro- 
ne-Fdigious a Concern to them either to embrace 
And Fit heartily and live up to it, or elſe, if poſſi- 
by Able, to convince themſelves that they are under 
this no ſuch Obligations; (which is the only Way ei- 
old ther to make their own Minds and Lives tole- 
dto Frably eaſy, or to furniſh them with any ex- 
7 Wo 5 cuſe 
An 
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cuſe for the Manner of talking, and Manner 
of living which they moſt affect) therefore of 
all other evident T ruths, the Truth of that 
will be moſt called in Queſtion.. 
And if we conſider how it claſhes with their 
ſecular Schemes and Deſigns, how directly i 
thwarts their ungovernable Paſſions and irre- 
gular Appetites , and what unwelcome Re- 
Reainus it lays upon their Purſuit of what they 
think their worldly Happineſs, we muſt necel- 
ſarily perceive what ſtrong Temptations they 
are under to get rid, if poſſible, of its Yoke. 
J ?o ſhut up this Argument. If ſome Truths 
then be more generally owned and agreed up- 

on than others, it is not always purely becauſe 
thoſe Truths carry greater Evidence in them 
than the others which are ſometimes diſputed 
or denied, but becauſe Men are generally be- 
ter diſpoſed for judging of, and giving Aſſent 
to Truths of one Kind rather than thoſe of 
another. If every Man for Inſtance (as has 
been often and well obſerved) was as much 
concerned in preſent Intereſt, or as much temp- 
ted through Pride or Luſt not to believe a ma- 
thematical Demonſtration, as ſome Men are 
concerned and tempted not to believe the 
Chriſtian Religion, there would perhaps bc 
found, as many at leaſt, who would deny the 
8 of the Mathematicks, as there are 
who reject the Evidences of the Goſpel. Could 
a Man eaſe an aching Heart, or ſtifle an ill- 
boding Reflexion ; co ld he hope to free m 
e 
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if from the Stings of Conſcience, and the 
arrehenfions. of the Terrors of the next 
World; or could every fond and conceited 
pſtart feed his vain Fancy, and gratify his 
ich of popular Applauſe, by diſputing and 
ppugning the moſt evident Concluſions: in 
cometry ; I doubt not but we might expect to 
neet with ſome briſk and ſmart Efforts of hu- 


they an Wit and Reaſon towards deſtroying all 
cel. Nrathematical Certainty. Nay if Mens Vices 
they ſid as much debauch their Reaſon and Under- 
ke. Minding in Matters of civil Life, as in Things 
uths ertaining to Religion and. Conſcience, we 


hould perhaps be as little agreed in our Car- 
age and Behaviour one towards another, or 
n the ordinary Management of our worldly 
airs, as we are about the moſt important 


bei- {MWhuticles of Religion. 35 | 
Tent And therefore as to thoſe who have of late put 
: of leir Wits upon the Stretch to invalidate thoſe 
has Nvidences for the Goſpel, upon which it hath 
uch {Wow ſtood near ſeventeen Centuries; tho' they 
mp- {My pretend that they want Proofs which are 
mz- ¶Ndequate to the Importance of the Subject, 


otwithſtanding the Experience and Suffrage of 
great part of the World, I may ſay, all the 


be Noilized, learned and refined part of the World 
che Her ſo many Ages, who have examined and al- 
are Ned the Evidence, and tried and approved 
uld Ne Doctrines; yet we cannot but ſuppoſe, from 


e Reaſons above given, that if our Lord him- 
lf was to come again into the World and 
| work 

7 


might be aſtoniſhed, they would not believe; 
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work his Miracles, that ſtill, howſoever the 


embrace his Goſpel. Not that there would 
any natural Defect in their Faculties that ſhoulf 
make them incapable of judging what is tu. 
or falſe in ſuch Revelation, any more than x 
preſent; or that there would be any Defect i 
ſuch Evidence; for it has been found in Pad 
ſufficient for all reaſonable and tractable Men, 
even upon human Teſtimony: Bur the Matter 
would {till be here, where it now is, that they 
would uſe their Faculties in a wrong way, anc 
let either the Suggeſtions of the Devil, or thei 
own fenſual Appetites, or their worldly Inte b 
reſts, or all theſe together, ſo over-rule tha: 
Teſtimonies, that they ſhould be wholly lot 
upon them, as they ever were upon People oc 
the like Diſpoſitions. g 

Having thus at large purſued the direct and; 
primary Meaning of the Text, I ſhall conclude ie 
all with a ſhort Application of it by way «MM: 
Accommodation to the Study of Theology ine 
general: As it affords us this other Inference 
which has been frequently, and very juſil 
drawn from it; viz. that whoſoever fincercl)ſn« 
reſolves and endeavours to do the Will of Go r 
made known to him, and conſequently adheres 
to and perſeveres in all the plain Duties of Re- hi: 
ligion, takes the ſureſt and beſt Way to come: > 
at a right Knowledge and Underſtanding off. 
the ſeveral Doctrines and Myſteries of the Go. 
pel, and ſhall 1 not, amidſt the Variety of Error ett 


and 


174). 

ſon. I do not mean any Thing Enty 
cal, but what every cool, ſober, thinkin 
ſcientious Chriſtian feels within himſelf, 
can neither be communicated nor expꝶ 
others who have it not in themſelves, bu 
is the certain Reſult Rxcepting a few hy 
driack Caſes) of a Life ſpent in the 
God, and Faith in Jeſus Chrift. 


